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Services Committee (CYPSC) and compiled by People and Place.
Kilkenny CYPSC was formed in 2016. It promotes interagency
collaboration to ensure that children and young people’s lives in County
Kilkenny are improved under the five National Outcomes for Children i.e.
that they are:

* healthy and active;

» achieving full potential in learning and development;

» safe and protected from harm;

* enjoy economic security and opportunity; and ¢ are connected,

respected and contributing to their world.

Kilkenny CYPSC is committed to systematic engagement and consultation
with children and young people, both directly and through intermediate
structures, to ensure that they have a voice in decisions that affect their
lives. It focuses on improving and establishing mechanisms to ensure the
participation of seldomheard and vulnerable children and young people in
decisionmaking.

People and Place is a Maynooth University spin-out consultancy with links
to the national leaders in socio-demographic analysis in Ireland — the All-
Island Research Observatory (AIRO). Established as a multi-disciplinary
consulting unit, specialising in collaborative and evidence-informed
decision making for social, economic and community development,

People and Place is based in Maynooth (Co. Kildare), and has remote hub
locations in Ennis (Co. Clare), Cahersiveen (Co. Kerry) and Galway.

This report seeks to support evidenced-based decision-making. It presents
a contemporary and bespoke profile of County Kilkenny — focusing
particularly on variables that are relevant to the lives of children and young
people. The material presented here will feed directly into the CYPSC’s
work in respect of strategic planning, service enhancement, partnership
working and advocacy.

Moreover, it will be of use to all groups and organisations that work with
children and young people, and Kilkenny CYPSC encourages stakeholders
to share and disseminate this information.

Structure of the Report

The report presents detailed demographic and socio-economic data under
the following headings:

. Demographics;

. Economic security;
. Education;

. Environment;

. Health; and

. Safety & Security
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county level, and these are benchmarked against the corresponding figures
for Ireland. Where possible, the report also presents the relevant data for
the Southern Region (Regional Assembly Area) and the Southern

It presents detailed information in respect of each of these six themes o
several indicators, as specified by Kilkenny CYPSC. People and Place h
sourced the most up-to-date data on all indicators. Figures are presented

Region (Regional Planning Area). Where sub-county figures are availabl
City, the Kilkenny part of Waterford City i.e., Ferrybank, settlements wi
individual areas) and rural towns and villages (n=22). Where data are
several maps have been included in this report.

e report presents data for each of the following: municipal districts; Kilkenny
pulations of over 1,500 (n=5) (including Graiguenamanagh and Rosbercon as
able at electoral division (ED) level, People and Place has mapped these, and

Overview of County Kilkenny’s Mai raphic and Socio-Economic Features

1. Demographics

1.1 Population

» According to the most recent (2022) Census of Population, County Kilkenny has a total resident population of 104,160 (2% of Ireland’s population).
Its population increased by 5% since 2016 (the second-lowest rate among Ireland’s 31 local authority areas).

*  County Kilkenny has four municipal districts (MDs): Kilkenny City (most populous), Piltown, Castlecomer, and Callan-Thomastown.

* Population growth, by MD, has been variable, since 2016. Piltown has experienced the fastest growth (+7%) and the Kilkenny City MD has
experienced the slowest growth (+2%).

* Longer-term (since 1991) trends show, however, that the Kilkenny City MD’s population increased by 46%, while the Castlecomer MD had the
lowest level of long-term growth (+29% since 1991).

\\\ \ \\\ KILKENNY CYPZC:
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Children aged 0-4 account for 5.6% of the population. Levels are largely consistent across MDs but higher in settlements
like Stoneyford (11.4%), Knocktopher (9.8%), Ballyhale (8.2%).

Children aged 5-12 account for 11.6%, above national and regional equivalents; highest in Callan-Thomastown and
Piltown MDs.

Overall, 32% of the population is aged 0-24, with the Piltown MD having the highest proportion (36.1%).

1.3 Household Composition

*  There are 8,208 households in County Kilkenny.

*  One-person households: 22.3% (slightly below national figure), with Kilkenny City MD having the highest proportion (25.8%).

* Children in lone-parent families: 13.4%, lower than national level; lone-mother families are more common than lone-father families (12.4% vs.

1.4%).

1.4 Nationality and Ethnicity

* 8% of the population has non-Irish citizenship, with Kilkenny City having a relatively high proportion (14.4%).

* New Ross has the highest proportion of non-Irish citizens (as a proportion of the total resident population) (over 20%).

9 || KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
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* 637 persons (0.6% of the population) are Irish Travellers. These are mainly concentrated in New Ross, Kilkenny City, and Urlingford.

» 1.8% describe their ethnicity as Asian or Asian Irish, mostly in Urlingford, Ballyhale, and Kilkenny City.

*  0.7% describe their ethnicity as Black or Black Irish, concentrated in Waterford’s suburbs, Kilkenny City, and Urlingford.

1.5 Language

* Nearly 1,300 people cannot speak English well or at all, with most residing in Kilkenny City and the highest concentration being in the city’s
southeastern suburbs.

\\\ \ \\\ KILKENNY CYPgC:
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2.

Economic Security

2.1 Unemployment

Total unemployed: just over 4,000 (8% of the labour force), slightly below national and regional rates.
Highest unemployment rates in Kilkenny City (some areas over 20%) and lowest in Castlecomer MD.

Highest unemployment in settlements: New Ross, Urlingford, Kilmoganny (over double the county rate); Mooncoin and Freshford also have high
rates (>14%).

Rural areas in the centre and south of the county have higher unemployment levels than the north.

2.2 Social Class

Higher social classes (professional, managerial, technical, non-manual workers): 56.7% of the workforce, slightly above national level. Highest in
Callan-Thomastown MD, lowest in Piltown MD.

Areas with the highest concentration of higher social classes: Kilkenny City suburbs, N78 corridor (within 10km of the city), and settlements like
Stoneyford, Kells, Paulstown, and Knocktopher.

Lower social classes (skilled, semi-skilled, unskilled workers): 29.1% of the workforce, above national level. The highest concentration is in the
Piltown MD, and the lowest is in Kilkenny MD.

Areas with the highest relative proportions of lower social classes: rural communities, particularly in the northeast and south.

|| KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024 F_
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\w‘d engel [ ahd/ /Deprivation (PobalHP  Index)
N
\‘:":““ Jilkenny’s score: -0.41 (slightly more disadvantaged than Ireland; national score (on the index): +0.40, but more affluent than the

antagehAffluent areas: northeast of the city, outside the ring road.

Rural areas show mixed patterns of affluence and deprivation.
* Most disadvantaged settlements: New Ross, Urlingford, Kilmoganny, Freshford, Goresbridge, Clogh, and Moneenroe (scores of -10 or lower).
*  Most affluent settlements: Stoneyford (affluent), Kells, Paulstown, and Kilmacow (marginally above average).

* There are areas of affluence in Kilkenny’s commuter belt, and pockets of deprivation in the northwest (Urlingford, Johnstown) and northeast
(Castlecomer area).

3. Education

3.1 Educational Attainment (among those aged 15+ who completed formal education):

* Primary school only: 9.6%, slightly below the national and regional equivalents. Higher rates (>15%) in New Ross, Castlecomer, and
Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch. Highest rates in rural areas and communities furthest from Waterford and Kilkenny Cities (e.g., Kilmoganny,
Goresbridge, Clogh).

» Lower secondary school: Small cohort, highest rates in rural areas and peripheral towns (e.g., Johnstown, Freshford, Mooncoin).

N
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Upper secondary school (Leaving Certificate): 18.5%, slightly higher than the national figure. Higher in Waterford City suburbs (20.8%) and some
areas (>25%, e.g. Clogh, Slieverue).

Technical qualifications/ apprenticeships: 15.1%, above national and regional equivalents. Most prevalent in rural areas, with clusters in Slieveru
Castlecomer, and areas around Callan and Freshford.

Third-level qualifications (NFQ Levels 7 to 10): 36.6%, below the national level (39.2%), but higher than regional figure. Areas with high third-le
attainment: Kilkenny City suburbs, Stoneyford, Paulstown, Gowran, Callan.

Advanced degrees (Levels 8 to 10): 22.8%, similar to regional level but lower than national. Highest values in Kilkenny MD and city sub
in disadvantaged and rural areas (e.g. Urlingford, Goresbridge, and Clogh).

3.2 Educational Indicators (Children and YoungPeople)

1

[ KILKENNY

Mothers’ education: 20.6% of mothers in Kilkenny did not progress beyond primary school. This is slightly better than the national figure (21.4%).

At a national level, the percentages of school absenteeism for 2019-20 were the lowest recorded, with 2021-22 being the highest recorded,
corresponding to the peak of Ireland’s COVID-19 cases over winter in 2021-22. In 2019-20, there were 19,067 primary students with 20 or more
absent days. These absences increased twofold in 2020-21, rising to 39,879, with a further fourfold increase to 173,072 in 2021-22. Post-primary
students had a similar, albeit less severe pattern, rising from 20,977 in 2019-20 and 21,687 in 2020-21 to 69,097 in 2021-22. Post-primary students
with 20 or more days of absences represented 26.8% of all responding students in 2021-22.

to the national rate (91.7%).

Qo 2o {1 F
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Environment
4.1 Household Heating

* School absenteeism in Kilkenny (2021): 36.8% of primary school children were absent for more than 20 days, lower than the national rate (39%).
This rate increased from 3.8% in 2019-20 and 8.1% in 2020/21. 26.1% of post-primary students were absent for more than 20 days, lower than the
national average (28%). This rate increased from 10.3% in 2019-20 and 12.8% in 2020/21. While official statistics from 2022/23 and onwards are
not published yet, anecdotal evidence suggests that absenteeism rates have not returned to pre-COVID levels.

» Leaving Certificate completion rate: 91.8% of students who started secondary school in 2016 completed their leaving certificate, similar

*  Coal: 2,359 households (over 6%) in County Kilkenny use coal as their primary heating source, higher than the national average. Significant
variations exist: 2.5% in the Kilkenny City MD vs. 9.7% in the Castlecomer MD. Specific towns with higher coal usage: Castlecomer,
Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch, New Ross.

* Oil Heating: Over 54% of households use oil as their primary heating source, significantly higher than the national average, linked to rurality and
distance from gas networks. There is higher oil usage in smaller towns and villages, with lower usage in Waterford’s suburbs and Kilkenny City.

*  Peat/Turf Heating: Only 257 households (0.7%) use peat or turf as an heating source, mainly in the northwest of the county. Significant areas:
Urlingford, Johnstown, Clogh, and Freshford.

4.2 Car Ownership

*  Car Ownership as an economic indicator: 49.5% of households have two or more cars, eight percentage points higher than the
national average. There is a contrast between Kilkenny City (32.7% with two or more cars) and rural areas (exceeding 54% in
some communities).

7
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Specific towns and villages with high car ownership: Kells, Stoneyford, Paulstown, Fiddown, Moneenroe, Kilmacow, and Knocktopher.

Towns and villages with low car ownership: Mullinavat, Urlingford, Goresbridge, and Freshford.

4.3 Commuting Patterns

Long-Distance Commuting: 7.1% of County Kilkenny’s resident workers have one-way commutes exceeding one hour. Longer commuting times
are more common in rural areas, especially in the north. Areas with high long-distance commuting: Johnstown, Moneenroe, and Kells.

Kilkenny and Waterford Cities are the main commuter destinations, with an increasing number commuting to the Greater Dublin Area.

Health

5.1 Neonatal and Antenatal Well-being

1!

[ KILKENNY

County Kilkenny had the fourth-highest birth rate (3.6 per 1000 births) among young mothers (ages 15-17) in 2022, above the national average of
2.3.

5.8% of babies in County Kilkenny were born weighing under 2.5 kg, slightly below the national figure (5.9%).
Breastfeeding rates in County Kilkenny (61.1%) are slightly below the national average (61.9%).
Antenatal care attendance in the first trimester in County Kilkenny (87.7%) is slightly lower than the national average (89.4%).
* Nearly all newborns in Carlow/Kilkenny (98.9%) were visited by a public health nurse within 72 hours of hospital discharge.

* Developmental health screening attendance for children before 12 months in Carlow/Kilkenny (93.4%) is significantly higher
than the national rate (85.4%).

PROFILE 2024 \ l l ////}{/—
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fealth Status * Immunisation rates at 12 months are comparable to the national average, but at 24 months, they are lower for certain
vaccines (e.g., 12 percentage points lower for Hibb).

Slightly higher proportion of children in TUSLA care in the Carlow/Kilkenny/South Tipperary region than across all
TUSLA regions.

Psychiatric hospital admission rate for children and adolescents is low, in relative terms, (0.4 per 100,000), the ninth lowest in

1.6% of the population in County Kilkenny reports having ‘bad’ or ‘very bad’ health, just below the national level (1.7%). Higher rates of negative
health outcomes are observed in socio-economically deprived areas.

*  85.3% of people in County Kilkenny describe their health as ‘good’ or ‘very good’, slightly higher than the national figure (82.9%). Good health
status is more prevalent in rural areas.

* Lower proportions of people reporting good health in larger towns, especially Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch (71.8%) and New Ross (73.6%).

5.3 Carers
*  County Kilkenny has 6,501 family carers, with 61% being female, mostly aged 45 to 59.

*  There are 108 child carers (aged <15) and 278 young adult carers (aged 15-24), with the child carer rate (7.8 per 1,000 children) higher than the
national average (6.7 per 1,000).

»  Carers make up 6.2% of County Kilkenny’s population, slightly higher than the national rate (5.8%).

*  There are high proportions of carers in rural areas, especially in Mullinavat (11%) and Johnstown (10.1%) —among the resident
population.

ERNTINY e =



Overview & Structure of Socio-Economic Summar INTRODUCTION>

5.4 Disability

22,402 people in County Kilkenny have a self-declared disability, including 3,837 individuals aged 0 to 24.
Males aged 0 to 24 are more likely to have a disability than females (ratio 1.17:1).
The disability rate among children in County Kilkenny (97.1 per 1,000) is lower than the national average (108.1 per 1,000).

Lower referral rates to TUSLA in the Carlow/Kilkenny/South Tipperary region compared to other TUSLA regions.

5.5 Lifestyle and Well-being

6.

The smoking rate in County Kilkenny (12.7%) is slightly below the national rate (13.1%).

Smoking is more common in urban areas, particularly in local authority housing estates.

Hospital discharge rate for children in County Kilkenny (96 per 1,000) is lower than the national rate (110.3 per 1,000).
3.1% of children in County Kilkenny have an intellectual disability, below the national rate (7.2%).

Lower referral rates to TUSLA in the Carlow/Kilkenny/South Tipperary region compared to other TUSLA regions.

Security and Safety

6.1 Referrals  (child welfare and child abuse)

Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were 4,361 referrals to Child Protection and Welfare Services during 2023; this is 478
(12.3%) more than in 2022 (n=3,883) and 423 (10.7%) fewer than 2021 (n=3,938).

1. || KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024 F_
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*  More than half of referrals in 2023 (61%; 2,684) were for welfare concerns, 34% (n=1,480) were for abuse/neglect, and the primary report type was

not recorded for the remaining 197 referrals. Of the 1,480 abuse/neglect referrals, a total of 355 were for physical abuse, 660 for emotional abuse,
273 for sexual abuse and 192 for neglect.

\/ Ca ork /A

Across‘thé Btate,/therg were 21,408 cases open to social work at the end of Q2 2024 (June); this is 885 (4%) fewer than Q1 2024 (n=22,293) and
S

I Data (child protection and welfare)

\\'@0‘@1 695%) fewer tharl Q2 2023 (n=22,811). Open cases include those held on intake, allocated, unallocated child welfare and protection and children-
W arc cases. ¥Yhe number of open cases ranged from 2,381 (11%) in Cork to 268 (1%) in Sligo/ Leitrim/West Cavan. Within the Carlow / Kilkenny
:%l‘“ﬂ‘ml pperary arta, there were 714 open cases (3.2%).
Pt gt
%“‘%ﬂ oe Q2 2019 (June), there has been a steady decrease in open cases within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, with the number decreasing
236 in 2019, to 933 in 2022 to the Q2 total of 714 in 2024.
6 RIMd\Protection Notification System

» Adross theState, there were 1,024 children listed as ‘active’ on the Child Protection Notification System (CPNS) at the end of Q2 2024; this i1s 17 (2%)
more than' QT 2024 (n=1,007) and the sixth consecutive increase. Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were 61 children listed
as ‘active’ on the CPNS. This is equivalent to a rate of 9.8 per 10,000 population and is the sixth highest rate of all 17 reporting areas. All 61 children
listed as ‘active’ on the CPNS have been allocated a social worker with 43 listed for 0-6 months (70%), 14 listed for 7-12 months (23%), 4 listed for
12-18 months (7%) and no child listed for longer than 18 months.

6.4 Children in Care

* Across the State, there were 5,804 children in care at the end of Q2 2024, 44 (<1%) more than Q1 2024 (n=5,760). This figure (n=5,804) includes
141 children reported by the Service for Separated Children Seeking International Protection.

*  Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were a total of 312 children in care, which is equivalent to 5 per
1,000 children aged 0-17 years of age. This is the fifth-highest rate in the State. Of the 312 children in care, 200 were in Foster
Care General, 88 in Relative Foster Care, 12 in Residential Care General and 12 in other placement types.

\ KILKENNY gfP#C: 86C10 .u.«w.-'p{-:///
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7. Facilities and Services

» The Appendix of this document contains a range of maps that detail the location of children related services within Kilkenny. Mapped services
include education and childcare facilities, health facilities, addiction services, disability services, child welfare protection services, family
resource centres and youth services

|| KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
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. According to the most recent
(2022) Census of Population, County
Kilkenny has a total resident
population of 104,160 (2% of
Ireland’s population). Its population
increased by 5% since 2016 (the
second-lowest rate among Ireland’s
31 local authority areas).

Demographics

11 Population

*  County Kilkenny has four municipal districts (MDs): Kilkenny
City (most populous), Piltown, Castlecomer, and Callan-
Thomastown.

* Population growth, by MD, has been variable, since 2016.
Piltown has experienced the fastest growth (+7%) and the
Kilkenny City MD has experienced the slowest growth (+2%).

* Longer-term (since 1991) trends show, however, that the
Kilkenny City MD’s population increased by 46%, while the
Castlecomer MD had the lowest level of long-term growth
(+29% since 1991).

1.2 Age Profile

Children aged 0-4 account for 5.6% of the population. Levels are
largely consistent across MDs but higher in settlements

like Stoneyford (11.4%), Knocktopher (9.8%), Ballyhale (8.2%).

Children aged 5-12 account for 11.6%, above national and regional
equivalents; highest in Callan-Thomastown and Piltown MDs.

Young People aged 13-17 account for 7.4% of the population. This is
above state and regional values; highest in Waterford City’s northern
environs.

Young adults aged 18-24 account for a further 7.4%; this is lower than
state level, and the highest levels in communities like Slieverue and
Clogh.

Overall, 32% of the population is aged 0-24, with the Piltown MD
having the highest proportion (36.1%).

1.3 Household Composition

There are 8,208 households in County Kilkenny.

One-person households: 22.3% (slightly below national figure), with
Kilkenny City MD having the highest proportion (25.8%).

Children in lone-parent families: 13.4%, lower than national level,
lone-mother families are more common than lonefather families
(12.4% vs. 1.4%).

1.4 Nationality and Ethnicity

* 8% of the population has non-Irish
citizenship, with Kilkenny City having a
relatively high proportion (14.4%).



* New Ross has the highest proportion of non-Irish citizens (as a
proportion of the total resident population) (over 20%).

* 637 persons (0.6% of the population) are Irish Travellers. These
are mainly concentrated in New Ross, Kilkenny City, and
Urlingford.

* 1.8% describe their ethnicity as Asian or Asian Irish, mostly in
Urlingford, Ballyhale, and Kilkenny City.

* 0.7% describe their ethnicity as Black or Black Irish,
concentrated in Waterford’s suburbs, Kilkenny City, and
Urlingford.

1.5 Language

* Nearly 1,300 people cannot speak English well or at all, with most
residing in Kilkenny City and the highest concentration being in
the city’s southeastern suburbs.

rding to the most recent Census of Population (2022), County
has a total population of 104,160, which is equivalent to two
the population or Ireland. The county has four municipal
MDs) — Piltown, Castlecomer, CallanThomastown and
ity. Of these, Kilkenny City is the most populous.
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Population Change

In the six years to 2022, the population of County Kilkenny increased by
five percent (+4,928 persons). This is the secondlowest rate of growth of
any county in Ireland — just above the rate for County Donegal. Over the
same period, the population of the State grew by eight percent. Kilkenny’s
neighbouring counties, of Carlow, Wexford and Waterford experienced
faster rates of growth than Ireland, while Tipperary’s growth rate was only
marginally faster than that of County Kilkenny.

Within County Kilkenny, population growth rates ranged from almost seven
percent in the Piltown MD (fastest) to just over two percent in the Kilkenny
MD (slowest).

While the Kilkenny MD grew more slowly than other MDs during the most
recent intercensal period, a longitudinal analysis of the population figures
(since 1991) reveals that the MD’s population has grown at a similar rate to
that of the State; it has over 46% more people than was the case in 1991.
The Piltown MD experienced a lower level of population growth than the
Kilkenny MD and the State between 1991 and 2002, but it has grown more
rapidly than them over the past twenty years. The Callan-Thomastown MD
has experienced rates of growth, over the past thirty years, that are just
below those of the State. The Castlecomer MD has consistently had the
lowest level of growth; it has just 29% more people than was the case in
1991.
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n County Kilkenny, children aged 0 to 4 comprise 5.6% of the county’s
total population. This is broadly in line with the regional and state
figures, and values are largely consistent across the county’s four MDs.
There are, however, some notable variations within the county, and the
following settlements have values (the proportion of persons aged 0 to
4) that are notably above the county value: Stoneyford (11.4%);
Knocktopher (9.8%); and Ballyhale (8.2%), although in all these
villages the absolute numbers are small. It is worth noting that the
northern environs of Waterford City have an higher proportion of
persons aged O to 4 than Kilkenny City. As the accompanying map
illustrates, there is no pronounced spatial pattern in respect of the
distribution of 0- to 4-year-olds in County Kilkenny.

Children aged 5 to 12 comprise 11.6% of County Kilkenny’s
population. This is higher than the equivalent values for the State and
the South-East Region. Within County Kilkenny, the Callan-
Thomastown and Piltown MDs both have values that exceed twelve
percent. As is the case with younger children, the proportion is higher
in the Waterford City environs than in Kilkenny City. Some of the
county’s settlements emerge as having high (>15%) proportions of
persons aged 5 to 9. These include the following: Paulstown, Piltown
and New Ross, while values are also high in Ballyhale, Fiddown and
Knocktopher. While there is no significant spatial pattern in respect of
the distribution of persons aged 5 to 12, there are some notable
geographical clusters with relatively high (>13%) wvalues. These
include Freshford and surrounding rural areas, and rural communities
to the northeast of Kilkenny City including Ballycomey/Damerstown
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and the Brown Mountain and to the south of Callan, although absolute
values in these communities are small. The east of Kilkenny City
(especially the communities to the north of the Dublin Road) has high
absolute and relative values in respect of children aged 0 to 4 and 5 to
12.

Young people aged 13 to 17 account for 7.4% of County Kilkenny’s
population. This value is higher than the equivalent values for Ireland and
the Southern Region, and it is marginally above the corresponding value for
the Southeast (SE) Region. As is the case with children aged up to 12 years,
Waterford City’s northern environs have an higher proportion of teenagers,
in the resident population, than does Kilkenny City. The following are
among the settlements in which teenagers constitute a significant (>9%)
proportion of the population: New Ross, Paulstown and Fiddown. Relative
values are also high in Kells and Piltown. As the accompanying map shows,
the most significant geographical clusters with high values, in respect of the
proportion of teenagers in the resident population, are as follows: Kells,
Stonyford, Ballyhale (outside of the village), Kilmoganny and surrounding
rural areas; Gowran and its environs; Ballyfoyle and town lands to the east
of Mullinavat.

Children and young people aged 0 to 18 comprise almost a quarter (24.6%)
of County Kilkenny’s population. This proportion is higher than tie
equivalent values for Ireland, the Southern Region and the South-East
Region. Across the county’s four MDs, the lowest value is in the Kilken
MD (23.3%) and highest is in the Piltown MD (25.4%). This range
associated with relatively high numbers of children and young people in
northern suburbs and environs of Waterford City. Some of Kilkenny Ci
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neighbourhoods, especially those in the City Centre, have among the
lowest relative values in the county. Children and young people (aged
0 to 18) represent almost twenty-eight percent of the resident
population in the Waterford Metropolitan Area (the part that is in
County Kilkenny). The settlements in which children and young people
constitute the most significant proportions of the population (>29%)
are as follows (in descending order): Paulstown, Stoneyford, Fiddown,
New Ross. In contrast, the lowest relative values (<18%) are in
Mullinavat, Goresbridge, Clogh, Inistioge and Kilkenny City’s urban
core.

Young adults aged 18 to 24 represent over seven percent (7.4%) of
County Kilkenny’s resident population. This proportion is lower than
the equivalent values for Ireland, the Southern Region and South-East
Region, and it is associated, in part, with County Kilkenny not having
an higher-education institute in the form of a university or
technological university. As is the case with children and young people
(aged 0 to 18), the Kilkenny MD has the lowest value, while the
Piltown MD has the highest value, among the county’s four MDs.
Across the county’s settlements, the highest values (>9%) are in
Slieverue, Clogh and Kells, although absolute numbers in those
communities are small. The accompanying maps shows that the most
significant geographical clusters with relatively high proportions of
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ons aged 18 to 24 are in the south of the county, while there are

teenagers and young adults (aged 0 to 24) comprise almost
(32%) of County Kilkenny’s resident population. This is

igher. Notwithstanding its relatively low values
(across the children and young people age cohorts that have been
referenced in this text), Kilkenny City has, by far, the highest absolute
numbers of any settlement in the county. The settlements with the
highest relative values i.e. the highest proportions of persons aged 0 to
24 in County Kilkenny are as follows (in descending order): Paulstown,
Piltown, New Ross, Ferrybank (Waterford Suburbs), Stoneyford and
Fiddown.

Household Composition

There are 8,208 households in County Kilkenny. Over one-infive
households (22.3%) are one-person (or single-occupancy) households. This
proportion is slightly below the corresponding values for Ireland, the
Southern Region and South-East Region, but there are notable variations
within County Kilkenny. Across the county’s four MDs, values range from
19.6% in Piltown (lowest) to 25.8% in Kilkenny (highest). These figures
indicate that oneperson households are less prevalent in the MDs with the
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highest proportions of children and young people. Across the county, the
settlements with the highest proportions of one-person households (as a
percentage of all households) are as follows: Mullinavat; Freshford;
Ballyhale; Knocktopher; and Inistioge. All these communities record values
of over thirty percent. As the accompanying map illustrates, one-person
households are most prevalent in Kilkenny City — especially the urban core
i ost notably in the west of the county and those
{lkenny and Waterford

al areas that are well connected to the cities have
roportions of one-person households.

In County Kilkenny, almost one in seven children (13.4%) under the
age of 15 live in families that are headed by a single parent. This
proportion is over two percentage points lower than the equivalent for
Ireland as a whole, and it is the seventh-lowest value among the State’s
thirty-one local authority areas.

When the data in respect of lone-parent families are analysed, it is
evident that several areas in County Kilkenny have proportions that are
significantly higher than the national and county levels. In the Kilkenny
MD, nineteen percent of households with children are headed by a lone
parent, and in many parts of the city — most notably its urban core and
eastern suburbs — over a third of families with children are lone-parent
families. Over a quarter of families with children are headed by a lone
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parent in each of the following communities (in descending order):
Freshford, Johnstown, Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch, Ballyhale,
Piltown, Kilmoganny and Goresbridge. Lone parent families are more
likely to live in urban areas — towns and villages — than in rural
communities.

Children who live with lone parents are more than nine times more
likely to live with a lone mother than a lone father, in County Kilkenny;
families headed by a lone father account for 1.4% of families and those
headed by a lone mother account for 12.4% of families with children
under the age of 15. While the number of children living with lone-
parent fathers is small in absolute terms, there are notable numbers of
such families, in absolute and relative terms, in Kilkenny City,
Slieverue, Ballyragget, Thomastown and Mooncoin. The local-level
data reveal that there are over a thousand children in Kilkenny City who
live in families headed by lone mothers, and almost three hundred in
the Waterford City environs. These families are concentrated in the
following parts of Kilkenny City: Hebron Road and adjoining estates,
Jamesgreen / Dominic Street and the Archer’s Street Lot. Outside
Kilkenny City, the settlements with the highest absolute numbers of
families headed by lone mothers are as follows: Thomastown, Callan
and Paulstown, while the highest relative values are in Freshford,
Johnstown, GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch and Ballyhale.

Nationality and Ethnicity

In County Kilkenny, eight percent of the resident population has a
citizenship other than Irish. While this is a smaller proportion than pertains
across Ireland and the Southern Region, there are several communities in
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County Kilkenny in which non-Irish citizens constitute significant
proportions of the population. In Kilkenny City, one in seven persons
(14.4%) has a citizenship other than Irish. Non-Irish citizens are more
prevalent in the city centre and in Newpark than in the outer suburbs. The
proportion is higher in the environs of Waterford City (16.7%), while New
Ross records the highest proportion of non-Irish citizens (as a percentage of
the resident population) of any settlement in the county. Over one fifth of
New Ross’ population has a citizenship other than Irish. This proportion is
more than double the values for the Southern Region and South-East
Region. Non-Irish citizens are more likely to live in urban areas than in rural
areas. Urlingford and Mooncoin are the two rural communities with the
highest numbers of non-Irish citizens.
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For every 1,000 children (aged <15) in County Kilkenny, 47.4 have a
citizenship other than Irish. This is the lowest proportion in any of Ireland’s
thirty-one local authority areas.

There are 637 persons in County Kilkenny who self-declare as an Irish
Traveller. These persons constitute 0.6% of the resident population — the
same as is the case across Ireland as a whole. County Kilkenny’s Traveller
population is concentrated in particular geographical communities,
specifically New Ross, the outer suburbs of Kilkenny City and Urlingford.
There are also Traveller families residing in Thomastown, Callan,
Castlecomer, Mooncoin, Bennettsbridge and Ballyragget, and there are
smaller numbers (<4 persons) in Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch,
Freshford, Piltown and Paulstown.

For every 1,000 children (aged <15) in County Kilkenny, 12.1 are Irish
Travellers. This is higher than the State equivalent (11.6), and it is the
fifteenth highest among Ireland’s thirty-one local authority areas.

Under two percent (1.8%) of County Kilkenny’s resident population
describes their ethnicity as ‘Asian or Asian Irish’. This proportion is below
the State value (3.3%), and it is on a par with the value for the South-East
Region. There are notable geographical concentrations of this cohort of
persons; the communities with the highest relative values (>3%) are, in
escending order, as follows: Urlingford, Ballyhale and Kilkenny City,

/1]
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corresponding value (n=130 persons) for the Waterford City environs.
Within Kilkenny City, the neighbourhoods with the highest proportions of
persons in this cohort are Butt’s Green, Ayrfield, Grange Road and John
Street / Maudlin Street.

Under one percent (0.7%) of County Kilkenny’s resident population
describes their ethnicity as ‘Black or Black Irish’. This proportion is below
the State value (1.5%), and it is slightly below the value (0.9%) for the
South-East Region. There are notable geographical concentrations in the
distribution of this cohort of persons; the communities with the highest
relative values (> 1%) are, in descending order, as follows: Waterford
suburbs / Ferrybank, Kilkenny City, Urlingford, Slieverue and Callan.
Kilkenny City has the highest number of persons (of any settlement in the
county), who describe their ethnicity as ‘Black or Black Irish’. There are
393 persons in Kilkenny City who describe themselves as such. Within
Kilkenny City, the neighbourhoods with the highest proportions of persons
in this cohort are along the Callan Road and the city centre — on the eastern
bank of the River Nore (i.e. John Street, John’s Quay).

There are almost 1,300 persons in County Kilkenny who are not able to
speak English well or at all. Almost half (n=577) of these persons live in
Kilkenny City, with the highest geographical concentration being in the
city’s south-eastern suburbs, especially Bohernatounish.

The corresponding figure for Waterford’s northern suburbs is lower (n=204
persons), but these account for a larger proportion of habitual foreign-
language speakers than is the case in Kilkenny City. Other settlements
within which a notable (>20%) level of habitual foreign language speakers
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cannot speak English well or at all include the following: New Ross,

bablin City 592,713 (11.5%) Piltown and Urlingford'.
Cork County 360,152 (7 %)
Fingal 330,506 (6.4%) Population 2022
South Dublin 301,075 (5.8%) Figure 1.1: Total Population in Local Authorities, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
Kildare 247,774 (4.8%)
DUn Laoghaire-Rathdown 233,860 (4.5%)
Cork City 224,004 (4.4%)
Meath 220,826 (4.3%) Kilkenny City MD 29,653 (28.5%)
Limerick 209,536 (4.1%)
Galway County 193,323 (3.8%)
Tipperary 167,895 (3.3%)
Donegal 167,084 (3.2%)
Wexford 163,919 (3.2%) Callan-Thomastown MD 26,818 (25.7%)
Wicklow 155,851 (3%)
Kerry 156,458 (3%)
Louth 139,703 (2.7%)
Mayo 137,970 (2.7%)
Clare 127,938 (2.5%) Castlecomer MD 24,863 (23.9%)
Waterford 127,363 (2.5%)
Kilkenny [ 104,160 2%)
Westmeath 96,221 (1.9%)
Laois 91,877 (1.8%)
Galway City 84,414 (1.6%) Piltown MD 22,826 (21.9%)
Offaly 83,150 (1.6%)
Cavan 81,704 (1.6%)
Roscomgic; ;8:;:: ((ij:’)) 0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000
Total Population by MD, 2022
—vionaghanm — 65,288 (13%)
' Relative valugsags 2l 2l insaqgyga)d Kilmacow, but the number of persons is small (n=7). Figure 1.2: Total Population in Kilkenny Municipal Districts (MDs),
Longford 46,751 (0.9%) 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
Leitrim 35,199 (0.7%)
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Figure 1.4: % Population Change in Municipal Districts (MDs), 2016-22
(CSO Census 2022)
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Figure 1.9: % Population Aged Under-18 Years, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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Figure 1.10: % Population Aged 18-24 Years, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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Figure 1.12: % Households - One Person, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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Percentage of Children Living in a Single Parent Family Unit, 2022
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Figure 1.16: % Families - Lone Mothers with Children U15, 2022 (CSO Census

| | KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024

Grajpuenamanagh (68) I 7 2%
Thormastow s (102 I— 1765
New Russ® 1464) I 25.2%
Rosbercon (21) I 21.5%

Balivhale (14) I 7 5
Balivragget (50) M 185
Bennettsbridee (32) I 20,5
Cloph i) G 14 (%

Freghlord (33) I 5.
Coress:idye (12 | 5. f3£
Goveran |33 NG 16,0
nisticge (&) INEGEG_— 12.2%
Inhnstoawn (25) _ 23.1%,
Kells(1) Il 1.6%
Kilmnacow {15! IE—— 113 %
Kilomeganny (12} — 218%
Knockropher (5) I 1005
toneentoe (25 INIGEG_—_—_—_——— 65
Meoncoin (52 NG A%
Mullinaval (2) IR 9.15
Paulstayn (43 NG 17.15%
Piltoven (B3] I——— 24 4

Slirverue (13) _ 14.2%
Stoneyford () N 5 5%
Urlingford (74) _ 22.5%
o% 10% 20% 30 0%

% Children Under 15 Lone Mather Family

Families - Lone Mothers Childyen U1SIC), Census 2022

2022)

-
% Childrens - Lome Mathees
Childyen UL5, Cras 2022
(Small Areas)

A0%-54N

-

~

B -

Settlement Hierarehy

© Kilkensy Coy

@ Towse s

ges

1500 pop,

O 9\ al Tovns and

o Kale

ey

DEMOGRAPHICS 01

L
\

fm
o \
?"V"/

horr AStoT:

,m/\

—l\\’kl 15)
(@M Rons

“——Waterf
city
Map Bourdarisa/Infrastrusoure
e Kilkeomy Boundary

~ Musicipad Distoici MO}

TWay!

Pranary/Trurs Roads
Crber ey Howds
Rallwry

Q Traln S1ecinns




Citizenship - Non-Irish Citizens, 2022
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Ethnicity - Asian or Asian-Irish, 2022

(Count)
State (166, 206) I .
Southern |37,240) I 2
South-East (SPA)(3,533) NG 1

National, Regional &
Strategic Plaruing Areas

Local Authority Kilkenay (1815) I— 1 5

Local Electoral Areas Kilkenny (1,104) _ aRx
Callan-Thamastawn (225 I 0.5%
Piltawm (226) I 1.0% |
Castlecomer (260) IE—11%

Key Town Kilkenny City (L079) I 4.0%

Waterford City Ferrytenk (Kilkeauy) [130) INEG_—— 3

Settlements » 1,500 Caallan (73) I — 2.5%
Castlecceraer (56) IR, a.ax
Graignenamanagh-Tinnahinch™ 112) N 068
Graiguenamanagh 12) I—— 10% |
Thomastown (65) I 2 5%
New Ross' (277 e 21%
Lesbarcon (5] MIEE—_15%
Rural Towns & Villages Ballybusle (10) I 5.5
Gallyragget [19) NG 1?9:'»
Benreteshridge |5) N ©.6%
Clagh (01 00 :
Fiddowen (5) IE—— 1 2%
Freshford i4) NN 075
Gorezbridpe (0) 008 :
Gowran (10) INEEG—— u'a.
Indstioge 16) _ 20%
Johnstowen 12) _ 7%
Kells (@) Q0%
Kilrmarow |3) I 0.5%
lmogany 12 I 0.6
KnocltopheriOl OO0
Moneenroe (0 Q0% H
Mooncoin (41) I .55
Mullinavat (1) B U5% :
Paulslovin (o) I 0.7% .
Pillown [25) I 1.2‘&:
Slieverue 1) W 0.2%
Stoneyfard (4) _ 22%
"N Cruss bocder selllemenls

0% 2% 4% &

% Population

Ethuicity - Asian or Asian Ivish, Census 2022

e|1.21: Citizenship - % Asian or Asian-Irish Citizens, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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National Regional &
Strategic Planning Areas
Lacal Autharity

Local Electoral Arsas

Key Town
Waterfard Gity

Settlements » 1,500

Camnt)

Stace (76,245) I 1.
Southern [16.934) I 1,07
South-Eazt (SPA) (4,113) I 0.5%

Kilkenoy (757) IN—_—— .75
Kilkezuny (£02) ING_—_—_————— 0%

Callan-Thomastown (62) I 0.2%

Piltown (231) I 1.0%
Castlocomer i56) Il 029

Killeenny City (393) IEG——— 1 5
Ferrytank [KUkenny! {204) — 3.6%

Callan (26) GG 1.05%
Castleccerer (4) I 0.3%

Graignenamanagh-Tinnahinch® (2) W 01%

Rural Towns & Villages

"Moo Cross border settlements

4 People
\‘/ &Place

Graiguenamanagh 12) B 0.2%
Thomasztowm (14) B (.63
Newr Roes' (56) INEEG_—_—_ 0.75%
Reeberoon () Q.08 :

Ballyhale () Q08
Dallyraguet (1) W 0%
Rennettshridge () 000
Clagh (Q) Q0%
Fiddonwn (01 Q0%
Freshford (1) W 0.2%
Corezbridge (1) BN 0.3%
Cowranil) MO1% |
Inistloeei) 008
ven |20 N 0A4%
5 (1) . 0.53%
Kilmacow |2) N 0.3% :
Kilmaganny () 006 :
Knacktopher(0) OO0
Monecenroe (0) Q0%
Meoncoin (0) Q0%
Mullinavat(0) Q0% :
Pawlstewin {7) IG_—_—_—_ 0%
Pillown 1S) I 0A4%
Slievrcue |S) IEGEG— 1%
Stoneyfard (0) Q0% :
Urlingford |14) I 1.2%
[ 1%

S
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1%

% Populasion

Ethmicity - Black or Black Lrish, Census 2022

Figure 1.22: Citizenship - % Black or Black-Irish Citizens, 2022 {CSO Census 2022)
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National, Regional &
Stralegde Planning Areas

Local Authority

Lacal Blectoral Areas

Key Town
Waterford City

Settlenwnts > 1,500

Rural Towmns & Villages

“MNote: Cross border szttlements

—

—_ @ People

(Count)
State (55.170) I 2 7
Southern (27142 I 1.5
Scuth-Eagl [SPa; 7 295) I 1 1

Kilkenny (1.297) I 2.

Kilkenny (585) I 11,7

Callan-Thorastown [213) I 1%
Pillown (317 I 14,156
Castlevomer [174) _ 14,45

Kilkenny Ciry (577) ISG—— {1 5
Ferrybank (Kilkenny) (204) I 155

Callan (57) I 1%.1%
Castlooomer (14) _ 138%
Craiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch' (4) F———— 35%
Craipuenamanazh (4) IEE——— 105
Thcmastown (35) I—— 065
New Rogs* (377) NG 17.755

Rasberenn 122) I e 70.4%
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Fiddmwr (@) I 1953

Freshford (2) I 7 1% :

Govesbricze () GGG 14.2%
Cowran () I 15,75
Inisticge (2) INEEG—_—— 1.5

Johzstaw s (3 I 119%
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\Fi‘ re¢ 1.23: Ability to Speak English - Not well/Not at all, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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. Total unemployed: just
over 4,000 (8% of the labour
force), slightly below national
and regional rates.

Economic Security .  Highest unemployment
rates in Kilkenny City (some
2.1 Unemployment areas over 20%) and lowest in

Castlecomer MD.

Highest unemployment in settlements: New Ross, Urlingford,
Kilmoganny (over double the county rate); Mooncoin and
Freshford also have high rates (>14%).

Rural areas in the centre and south of the county have higher
unemployment levels than the north.

2.2 Social Class

Higher social classes (professional, managerial, technical, non-
manual workers): 56.7% of the workforce, slightly above national
level. Highest in Callan-Thomastown MD, lowest in Piltown MD.

Areas with the highest concentration of higher social classes:
Kilkenny City suburbs, N78 corridor (within 10km of the city), and
settlements like Stoneyford, Kells, Paulstown, and Knocktopher.

< ECONOMIC SECURITY 02>

Lower social classes (skilled, semi-skilled, unskilled workers): 29.1%
of the workforce, above national level. The highest concentration is
in the Piltown MD, and the lowest is in Kilkenny MD.

Areas with the highest relative proportions of lower social classes:
rural communities, particularly in the northeast and south.

Affluence and Deprivation (PobalHP  Index)

Kilkenny’s score: -0.41 (slightly more disadvantaged than Ireland; national
score (on the index): +0.40, but more affluent than the Southeast Region).

All MDs have slightly negative scores, with Piltown MD being the most
disadvantaged (-0.52).

Kilkenny City shows variation in affluence / deprivation: Eastern suburbs
(north/south of Dublin Road): classified as disadvantaged or very
disadvantaged. Affluent areas: northeast of the city, outside the ring road.

Rural areas show mixed patterns of affluence and deprivation.

Most disadvantaged settlements: New Ross, Urlingford, Kil
Freshford, Goresbridge, Clogh, and Moneenroe (scores of -10 or |

Most affluent settlements: Stoneyford (affluent), Kells, Paulst
Kilmacow (marginally above average).



Introduction

* There are areas of affluence in Kilkenny’s commuter belt, and pockets
of deprivation in the northwest (Urlingford, Johnstown) and northeast
(Castlecomer area).

Unemployment

The 2022 Census of Population records that there were just over 4,000
unemployed persons in County Kilkenny. This figure is higher than the
number of persons who are on the live register (with the Department of
Social Protection). This cohort represents eight percent of the total labour
force, and this proportion is slightly below the equivalent values for the
State and Southern Region (8.3% and 8.1% respectively). The equivalent
value for the South-East Region is higher (9.2%). Of the county’s four
MDs, Kilkenny has the highest unemployment rate, while the
Castlecomer MD has the lowest rate. The unemployment rate in Kilkenny
City is higher than in the county as a whole and in the Kilkenny MD.
Within the City, the unemployment rate exceeds twenty percent in some
estates to the south of the Hebron Road and in neighbourhoods to the
west of the city’s urban core.

The unemployment rate in Waterford’s northern suburbs is lower than in
ilkenny City (8.8% and 10.2% respectively), but it is above the rate for
. The settlements with the highest unemployment rates, in County
ilkenny, are as follows: New Ross, Urlingford and Kilmoganny; these
ee\settlements have rates that are more than double the county rate.
also high rates (>14%) in the following communities:
and Freshford. As the accompanying map shows,
ent rates in rural communities tend to be higher in the centre

S/ //]]]

ECONOMIC SECURITY @2)

and south of the county than in the north of the county, with the exceptions
of Clogh and Johnstown.

Social Class

Professional, managerial and technical and non-manual workers,
generally represent those who belong to the three highest social classes.
This cohort represents over half (56.7%) of County Kilkenny’s workforce;
a proportion that is just above the equivalent for Ireland and is almost four
percentage points above the equivalent value for the South-East Region.
Among the county’s four MDs, Callan-Thomastown has the highest
proportion of persons in this cohort, while Piltown has the lowest
proportion. Only four of the county’s settlements (towns and villages)
have greater proportions of persons in this cohort (higher social classes)
than is the case across the county as a whole; these are Stoneyford, Kells,
Paulstown and Knocktopher. As the accompanying map illustrates, the
areas with the highest values (in respect of the proportion of persons
employed in professional, managerial and technical and non-manual
roles) are in the outer suburbs of Kilkenny City and in communities along
the N78 (main road) within 10km of the city.

Skilled manual, semi-skilled and unskilled workers, generally represent
those who belong to the three lowest social classes. This cohort represents
just under thirty percent (29.1%) of County Kilkenny’s workforce; a
proportion that is just above the equivalent for Ireland and is two
percentage points below the equivalent value for the South-East Region.
Among the county’s four MDs, Piltown has the highest proportion of
persons in this cohort, while Kilkenny has the lowest proportion. Several
(n=23)
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KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024 | | 48 disadvantaged’. There are also areas of disadvantage in the west of the city —

mainly to the west of Irishtown, and to the south of the city — in and around

( ECONOMIC SECURITY 02>

y’s settlements (town and villages) have greater proportions
ersons in this cohort (lower social classes) than is the case across the
county as a whole. As the accompanying map illustrates, the areas with
highest values (in respect of the proportion of persons employed in
Skilled manual, semi-skilled and unskilled roles) are rural communities,
particularly in the northeast and south of the county.

Affluence and Deprivation

County Kilkenny is slightly more disadvantaged than Ireland as a whole,
when affluence and deprivation / disadvantage are measured using the
Pobal HP Index. The composite score for Ireland (on this index) is +.40,
while the score for County Kilkenny is -.41. This is a very small
differential, and Kilkenny is more affluent than the South-East Region as
a whole.

While the composite scores for each of the four MDs are all negative
(indicating they are more disadvantaged than affluent), they are only
marginally on the negative scale (of this index), and there is little
difference between them; values range from 0.0 in Callan-Thomastown
to -.52 in the Piltown MD.

The overall scores, on the Pobal HP Index, show little difference between
Kilkenny City and Waterford’s northern suburbs, but as the
accompanying map illustrates, there are considerable variations within
Kilkenny City. The city’s eastern suburbs — immediately north and south
of the Dublin Road are classified as either ‘disadvantaged’ or ‘very

Larchfield. In contrast, there is considerable affluence to the east and north
of the city, immediately outside the city’s ring road. Several of the
county’s settlements record scores of -10 or lower on the Pobal HP Index,
thereby indicating that they are either ‘disadvantaged’ or ‘very
disadvantaged’. These towns and villages are — in descending order — New
Ross, Urlingford, Kilmoganny, Freshford, Goresbridge, Clogh and
Moneenroe. Stoneyford is the only settlement that emerges as ‘affluent’
while only three other settlements, namely Kells, Paulstown and
Kilmacow, are classified as ‘marginally above average’ (relative to
Ireland). As the accompanying map illustrates, there is no clear or
dominant spatial pattern with respect to affluence and deprivation in rural
areas. While there are areas of affluence in Kilkenny City’s commuter
belt, there are also areas of deprivation, and the greatest concentrations of
deprivation are in the northwest (Urlingford and Johnstown) and northeast
(to the east and north of Castlecomer) of the county. Most communities in
the east of the county, along the border with County Carlow, record scores
that are marginally below average, as do the majority of areas in South
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Kilkenny, including Piltown, Fiddown, Mooncoin, Kilmacow and
Slieverue.
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National, Repional &
Strategic Planning Areas
Lecal Authordty

Local Electoral Areas

Key Town
Waterford City

Settlernents » 1,500

Labour Force - Unemployed (Total), 2022

Count)
Stato 210807 I C. 2
Scuthern (65,765 I .17
South-East (SPAI(19.577) IEE

Kilkewuy 14,007 I 4
Kilkenny {1425) _ 7.6%
Callan-Thamastewn (735) I ?.t%
Piltonwn (A30) I 750
Cazticcomer (614) I (35
Kilkenny City 11,266) I 19025
Terrybank (Kilkenoy) (264) — BH%

Calian (126) I 101%
Castlernmer (A5) IE— 12.8%

Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch* (79) _ 121%

Rural Towns & Villages

Graiguenamanagh (65 _ 128%
Thomastewm |108) _ 5.9%
New Ress* (650) — 16.5%
Rostercon {31) I O 7

Ballyhile |S) N &2
Dallyraggee: (13) I 75
Bennectshridge (33) IR 11,65
Clogh 117) I 55
Fiddowmn (15) I § 5%
Freshford (37) I 145
Govasbyidge (207 MG 13 1%
Gowran (27) I

ECONOMIC SECURITY 02

Inistoge (17) I — 112
Johnstown (23) N 11.9%
Kl (11) I 7.1'%
Kilrmacow [19) I 613
Kilmoganny {20) I, 17 .5
Krockropher {7) I 6 3%
Momeenroe [45) — 12.4%
Mooncoin [77) I 15.1%
Mullnavat |5) I
Paulstowm (35) IEG—— 3
Pillown 145) I A5
Sleverue (22) _ P.9%
Stoneyfard (1) 1l 113
“Noule: Cress burder selilements

0% 5% 10% 15% PR
% Lahour Forre

People
& &Place

Figure 2.1: Labour Force - % Unemployed (Total), 2022 (CSO Census 2022)

Principal Economic Status - Unetnploved Al Census 2022
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National, Regional &

Steatepic Planudng Areas

Local Authority

Local Electoral Areas

Key Town

Waterfard Gity

Settlements » 1,500

Count)
Srate 12,862,77¢) I ;1%
Soushern [924,591) I .7
South-East(SEA)(242,327) I 5 5

Kilkeruvy (£9.0:8) I 567
Kilkenny 116510) I ‘<5 75
Callan-Thomastown (153260] IEEEEEE—— 5717
Piltown [12442) —— 545
Castlooorner (14.256) I— 57 3%
Kilkenny City (14,757) S 54 1%
Ferrybank (Kilkenny] (2237 I—" 09

Callaz (1.229) I 45.5% :
Castlencrrer (40<] INII— an 7w

Graigucnamanagh-Tinnahinch™ {591] I 35.23

Rural Towns & Villapes

"B Cruss border selllements

4> People
% &Place

Figure 2.

Graiguenamanagh {459 I 37.3% :
Thomazrown (1211) I 52 5%
New Ress' (3176] I 26.9%
Resbercon (215) I 31

Dallyhalke (B35 I qa23
Ballyragget 1460) I 40.0%
Bennettshridge (340) I, 57 4%
Clogh (112] I 57 .4% :
Fiddowrr (136) I 454
Frezhford (230) I 35.8%,
Coresbridpe (126) I—— 597
Coress 35, 120 51,_'5%
Lnisticge (178) IEG——— .S
Jahnswown (182 NG /C.45
Kells (210) I, 72 254
Kilmacnwr (156 I 53.15
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Skilled manual, Semi-skilled, and Unskilled, 2022

(Count)
National, Rezional & State{1403,702) I 7 3,
Strategk Platuning Ateas Scuthern 1494.977) I 1,
South-East {5041 {142,345 I 1%
Laocal Authority Kilkenny (30,253) ISEEG_——— i
Local Electoral Areas Kilkenny (7,603 I ZSA'%
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Key Town Kilkenny City (7.130) IEEE— 26 25
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Figure 2.3: % Social Class: Skilled manual, Semi-skilled, and Unskilled, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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POBAL HP Deprivation Index - Relative Score, 2022

State
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Figure 2.4: POBAL HP Deprivation Index - Relative Score, 2022 (Pobal 2022)
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3.1 Educational Attainment
(among those aged 15+
who completed formal
education):

Education

. Primary school only: 9.6%, slightly
below the national and regional equivalents. Higher rates (>15%) in
New Ross, Castlecomer, and Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch. Highest
rates in rural areas and communities furthest from Waterford and
Kilkenny Cities (e.g., Kilmoganny, Goresbridge, Clogh).

Lower secondary school: Small cohort, highest rates in rural areas
and peripheral towns (e.g., Johnstown, Freshford, Mooncoin).

Upper secondary school (Leaving Certificate): 18.5%, slightly higher
than the national figure. Higher in Waterford City suburbs (20.8%)
and some areas (>25%, e.g. Clogh, Slieverue).

Technical qualifications/ apprenticeships: 15.1%, above national and
regional equivalents. Most prevalent in rural areas, with clusters in
Slieverue, Castlecomer, and areas around Callan and Freshford.

Third-level qualifications (NFQ Levels 7 to 10): 36.6%, below the
national level (39.2%), but higher than regional figure. Areas with
high third-level attainment: Kilkenny City suburbs, Stoneyford,
Paulstown, Gowran, Callan.

Advanced degrees (Levels 8 to 10): 22.8%, similar to regional level
but lower than national. Highest values in Kilkenny MD and city
suburbs, lowest in disadvantaged and rural areas (e.g. Urlingford,
Goresbridge, and Clogh).

3.2 Educational Indicators (Children and Young

People)

*  Mothers’ education: 20.6% of mothers in Kilkenny did not progress
beyond primary school. This is slightly better than the national
figure (21.4%).

* School absenteeism (2021): 36.8% of primary school children were
absent for more than 20 days, lower than the national rate (39%).
26.1% of secondary students were absent for more than 20 days,
lower than the national average (28%).

* Leaving Certificate completion rate: 91.8% of students who started
secondary school in 2016 completed their leaving certificate,
similar to the national rate (91.7%).

This section begins by dealing with educational attainment among the
entire population of County Kilkenny. It also looks specifically at
educational data that relate to children and young people.

Educational Attainment

The Central Statistics Office (CSO) publishes data on educationa
attainment in respect of persons who are aged 15+ and have complete
formal full-time education. This is the metric on which all the figures 1
respect of educational attainment are calculated, as presented in thi
report.



The data in respect of educational attainment show that, in County
Kilkenny, almost one-in-ten persons (9.6% of the population aged 15+
who have completed formal full-time education) did not progress beyond
primary school. While this figure is slightly below the corresponding
values for Ireland and the Southern Region, the local-level data reveal that
low levels of educational attainment are problematic in many
communities, especially in small towns and rural parts of the county. In all
of County Kilkenny’s towns (with populations over 1,500), the proportion
of persons who did not progress beyond primary school is greater than the
equivalent value for the county, and values exceed fifteen percent in New
Ross, Castlecomer and GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch.

County Kilkenny has twenty-two rural towns and villages, and in sixteen
of these the proportion of persons who did not progress beyond primary
school exceeds ten percent. The highest proportions are in Kilmoganny,
Goresbridge and Clogh. There is a correlation between rurality and low
levels of educational attainment, and it is worth noting that the
communities with the largest proportions of persons who did not progress
to secondary education are on the county’s periphery — at greatest physical
distance from Waterford and Kilkenny Cities. The accompanying map also
illustrates the spatial pattern within Kilkenny City, and it shows that the
highest levels, on this indicator, are in the city’s eastern, southeastern and
western suburbs, namely Hebron Road, Bohernatounish / Ardnore and
Pearse Street'.

d other residential facilities for older people, as these places of residence
ures for their neighbourhoods.

respect o
former is
higher in rural areas than' in Kilkenny City, but it is high in the
aforementioned city neighbourhoods. As the accompanying map shows,
values are highest in peripheral parts of North Kilkenny and rural

communities in the south of the county. In each of the following towns and
villages, the proportion of persons who did not progress beyond lower
secondlevel education exceeds twenty percent: Johnstown, Freshford,
Mooncoin, Kilmacow, Bennettsbridge, Urlingford, Mullinavat,
Ballyragget, Moneenroe and Clogh.
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Almost one in five persons (18.5%) in County Kilkenny completed their formal
education at upper secondary-school level (leaving certificate or equivalent).
This proportion is slightly higher than the corresponding value for Ireland as a
whole (18.1%). The proportion of persons in this cohort is higher in Waterford
City’s suburbs (20.8%) than in Kilkenny City (17.9%), although values exceed
s southern suburbs. Other locations wi
de Clogh and Slieverue.

has completed an apprenticeship or accredited certificate course. This
proportion is two percentage points higher than the equivalent value for

Tl N — -
Ireland, and it is slightly above the corresponding values for the Southern
Region and South-East Region. As the accompanying map shows, persons

with these qualifications are more prevalent (in proportional terms) in
rural areas than in Kilkenny City and its environs. The map also shows
there are notable geographical clusters in which persons with
technical, apprenticeship and certificate-level qualifications are
prominent. These include Slieverue and surrounding rural
communities, areas around Castlecomer and rural communities in the
vicinities of Callan, Freshford, Tullaroan and Ballygorteen.

The proportion of persons, in County Kilkenny, who have a thirdlevel
qualification (Levels 7 to 10 on the National Qualifications
Framework (NFQ) is slightly lower than is the case across Ireland as
a whole; the respective figures are 36.6% and 39.2%.

Yet, County Kilkenny has an higher proportion of persons with third-level
qualifications than do the Southern Region and SouthEast Region.
Moreover, the proportion of persons with a Level 6 or 7 qualification
(advanced certificate, diploma or ordinarylevel degree i.e. ‘lower’ third
level) is slightly higher in County Kilkenny than is the case nationally; the
corresponding figures are 13.8% and 13.6% respectively. Of the county’s
four MDs, the proportion is highest in the Kilkenny MD, although the
range is just 1.6 percentage points. The values in Kilkenny City (14.4%)
and Waterford’s suburbs (14%) are higher than the corresponding values
in almost all other settlements in the county, with the exceptions of
Stoneyford, Paulstown, Mullinavat, Fiddown, Gowran, Callan and
Thomastown; these all have values that exceed fourteen percent. Within
Kilkenny City, the spatial pattern is the reverse of that shown in the
previous maps; the highest values are in the city centre (eastern bank of the
River Nore) and in the neighbourhoods of Glendine, Talbot’s Inch,
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Bennettsbridge Road, The Orchard, Golf Links Road and the estates along the
Waterford and Kells Roads.

Almost twenty-three percent (22.8%) of the population, in County Kilkenny
has an higher third-level qualification (i.e. at Levels 8 to 10 — an honours degree
or postgraduate qualification). This figure is on a par with that of the Southern
Region, although it is nearly three percentage points lower than
corresponding value for Ireland. The highest values in the county are i
Kilkenny MD, and specifically in the city’s outer suburbs. In contra:
lowest values are in local authority housing estates in Kilkenny City
rural communities such as Urlingford, Goresbridge, Clogh, Johnstow
Mooncoin.

The composite dataset in respect of all persons with a third-level
qualification clearly illustrates the spatial patterns that have been referred
to in the previous paragraphs. High levels of educational attainment are
associated with affluent areas, most notably Kilkenny City’s outer suburbs
and peri-urban fringe, while low levels of educational attainment are
associated with areas of disadvantage and rural peripherality.

N |

EDUCATION @3)

Education Indicators that relate specifically

to children and young people

As noted in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures (BOPF) and other
publications, mothers’ educational attainment levels correlate with
those of their children. The most recent data (2016), reveal that, in
Ireland, 21.4% of mothers with children aged <15 had not progressed
from primary to secondary education. The corresponding figure for
County Kilkenny was slightly lower at 20.6%.

At a national level, the percentages of school absenteeism for 2019—
20 were the lowest recorded, with 2021-22 being the highest recorded,
corresponding to the peak of Ireland’s COVID-19 cases over winter in
021-22. In 2019-20, there were 19,067 primary students with 20 or
ore absent days. These absences increased twofold in 2020-21,
ising ¥ 39,879, with a further fourfold increase to 173,072 in 2021—
2NPostiprimary students had a similar, albeit less severe pattern,
ising\from 20,977 in 2019-20 and 21,687 in 2020-21 to 69,097 in
021




&30

6:

During the 2021/22 school year, thirty-nine percent of primary school children
in Ireland were absent for more than twenty days. The corresponding
proportion, in County Kilkenny, was lower (36.8%). This rate increased from
3.8% in 2019-20 and 8.1% in 2020/21. County Kilkenny also recorded a lower
absentee rate among second-level students; the proportion who were absent for
twenty or more days was almost two percentage points lower than across
Ireland (28% and 26.1% respectively). This rate increased from 10.3% in 2019-
20 and 12.8% in 2020/21. While official statistics from 2022/23 and onwards
are not published yet, anecdotal evidence suggests that absenteeism rates have
not returned to pre-COVID levels.

Of those who commenced second-level education in Ireland in 2016, the vast
majority progressed to completing their leaving certificate; 91.7% of all those
in Ireland and 91.8% of those in County Kilkenny did so. This implies that over
eight percent of those who commenced second-level education in County
Kilkenny, in 2016, did not complete their leaving certificate.
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Completed Education - Lower Secondary (Total), 2022
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Completed Education - Upper Secondary (Total), 2022
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Technical qualification, Apprenticeship or Certificate (Total), 2022
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Completed Education - All 3rd Level (Total), 2022 EDUCATION 03
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Primary and Post-PrimarySchool AbsenceRate, 2003 to 2021 EDUCATION 03
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The summary results from TUSLA are reported on a national level of the total represented student population, with percentages reflecting national
measures recorded based on data collected from individual schools. Percentage rates are based on the number of responding schools. Percentage rates
at the national level are calculated differently from the individual county mean figures presented in Figures 3.10 and 3.11.

igure 3.9: Primary and Post-Primary School Absence Rate, 2013-21/22 (TUSLA)

%
RN o e




EDUCATION 03

50

s, 455 61
) 135 a3 43
422 423

411 415

) 39.0
367 368 370 370 374

35 34 346

30 285

25
20
15

10

~
~
N
~
i
o~
o
~
[9]
2
o
<
=
o
wv
g
©
-]
o
~
A
o
S
[S)
o
ey
Q
wv
€
o
2
&=
=]
c
o
wv
e
©
]
S
=}
o
=
-
©
€
=
S
X

N 3 & S ¥
& O \bo N RS JXe S &
& § \$6*‘ &° 1% Q & R

7: || KILKENNY PROFILE 2024

—
(1 /) —



N
Post-PrimarySchool AbsenceRate, 2021 EDUCATION 03
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This figure presents the mean percentages at the county level for 20-plus day absences. The percentages presented relate to the mean population of
individual schools.

Figure 3.11: Post-Primary School Absence Rate, 2021 (TUSLA, the Child and Family Agency & SONC 2024)
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Environment

. Coal: 2,359 households (over
6%) in County Kilkenny use coal as
their primary heating source, higher
4.1 Household Heating than the national  average.
Significant variations exist: 2.5% in
the Kilkenny City MD vs. 9.7% in the Castlecomer MD. Specific
towns with higher coal usage: Castlecomer,
GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch, New Ross.

4,

* Oil Heating: Over 54% of households use oil as their primary
heating source, significantly higher than the national average,
linked to rurality and distance from gas networks. There is higher
oil usage in smaller towns and villages, with lower usage in
Waterford’s suburbs and Kilkenny City.

*  Peat/Turf Heating: Only 257 households (0.7%) use peat or turf as
an heating source, mainly in the northwest of the county.
Significant areas: Urlingford, Johnstown, Clogh, and Freshford.

4.2 Car Ownership

Car Ownership as an economic indicator: 49.5% of households have
two or more cars, eight percentage points higher than the national
average. There is a contrast between Kilkenny City (32.7% with two
or more cars) and rural areas (exceeding 54% in some communities).

Specific towns and villages with high car ownership: Kells,
Stoneyford, Paulstown, Fiddown, Moneenroe, Kilmacow, and
Knocktopher.

* Towns and villages with low car ownership: Mullinavat, Urlingford,
Goresbridge, and Freshford.

4.3 Commuting Patterns

* Long-Distance Commuting: 7.1% of County Kilkenny’s resident
workers have one-way commutes exceeding one hour. Longer
commuting times are more common in rural areas, especially in the
north. Areas with high long-distance commuting: Johnstown,
Moneenroe, and Kells.

+ Kilkenny and Waterford Cities are the main commuter destinations,
with an increasing number commuting to the Greater Dublin Area.

This section looks at relevant indicators in respect of the context in which
children and young people live. These include household heating, car
ownership and commuting. As well as being relevant indicators of well-
being, they can be mapped and analysed at subcounty level.

Household Heating

In County Kilkenny, there are 2,359 households that use coal (inclu
anthracite) as their primary source of heating. These constitute over
percent of households — a proportion that is almost three percentage po
higher than the equivalent for Ireland. As the spatial analysis presented
shows, there are considerable variations across the county. Amo
county’s
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four MDs, values range from 2.5% in the Kilkenny MD to 9.7% in
Castlecomer. In  Castlecomer Town, as well as in
GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch and New Ross, almost one in every seven
households relies on coal for home heating. Values are higher, than the
county level, in several smaller towns and villages and in communities
with a mining heritage, including Clogh, Moneenroe, Goresbridge,
Slieverue, Ballyragget and Urlingford.

Over half (54.3%) of households in County Kilkenny use oil as their
primary source of heating. This level is more than fifteen percentage
points above the level across Ireland, and it is associated with rurality
and distance from, or lack of connectivity to, Gas Networks Ireland
pipelines. The lowest values on this indicator are in Waterford’s suburbs
and Kilkenny City, while values are in excess of sixty percent in almost
all the county’s smaller towns and villages.

Due to its physical geography (more pasture and tilled land than
boglands), County Kilkenny has relatively few households in which peat
/ turf is the primary source of heating. There are 257 households (0.7%
of the total) that rely on turf, and most of these are in the northwest of
the county — mainly around Urlingford and Johnstown. The reliance on
turf is also notable in Clogh and surrounding town lands, and to some
extent around Freshford. The data in respect of coal, oil and turf / peat
are significant in the context of the Just Transition to a post-carbon
society.

ENVIRONMENT QJZD
nership

etship is a useful proxy indicator of economic means, while it
indicator of independence and well-being, especially in rural
g in which other transport options are limited. Almost half

S\data at sub-county level show a clear distinction
between Kllkenny City and the rest of the county; less than one third
(32.7%) of households in the city have two or more cars, while the
corresponding proportions exceed fifty-four percent in all MDs other
than the Kilkenny MD.

The accompanying map shows that households with two or more cars are
more prevalent in Kilkenny City’s peri-urban fringe and in areas of open
countryside than in the county’s towns and villages. In just seven of the
county’s twenty-eight towns and villages, at least half (>50%) of households
have two or more cars. These are Kells, Stoneyford, Paulstown, Fiddown,
Moneenroe, Kilmacow and Knocktopher. The proportion of households with
two or more cars is below thirty-five percent in the following settlements:
Mullinavat, Urlingford, Goresbridge and Freshford.

Long-distance commuting can have damaging effects on family life. Just
over seven percent (7.1%) of County Kilkenny’s resident workers have one-
way commutes of over one hour. Commuting times are generally longer for
those who live in rural areas, especially in the north of the county. In some
communities, such as Johnstown, Moneenroe and Kells more than ten
percent of commuters travel more than one hour to their place of work.
Kilkenny City and Waterford City are the primary commuter destinations,
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but over recent decades there has been an increase in the number of persons
commuting to the Greater Dublin Area. Carlow, Portlaoise and Thurles are
also important commuter destinations.
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Household Central Heating Main Source - Coal (incl. anthracite), 2022
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Household Central Heating Main Source - Peat (incl. turf), 2022
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"

5.1 Neonatal and » Slightly higher proportion of children in TUSLA care in the
Antenatal  Well-being Car‘low/Kilkenny/South Tipperary region than across all TUSLA
ve regions.
*  County Kilkenny had the fourth-
Health highest birth rate (3.6 per 1000 births) * Psychiatric hospital admission rate for children and adolescents is
among young mothers (ages 15-17) in low, in relative terms, (0.4 per 100,000), the ninth lowest in Ireland.

2022, above the national average of 2.3.

*  5.8% of babies in County Kilkenny were born weighing under 2.5 5.2 Health Status

kg, slightly below the national figure (5.9%). * 1.6% of the population in County Kilkenny reports having ‘bad’ or

‘very bad’ health, just below the national level (1.7%). Higher rates
of negative health outcomes are observed in socio-economically
deprived areas.

* Breastfeeding rates in County Kilkenny (61.1%) are slightly below
the national average (61.9%).

» Antenatal care attendance in the first trimester in County Kilkenny

(87.7%) is slightly lower than the national average (89.4%). *  85.3% of people in County Kilkenny describe their health as ‘good’

or ‘very good’, slightly higher than the national figure (82.9%).

* Nearly all newborns in Carlow/Kilkenny (98.9%) were visited by a Good health status is more prevalent in rural areas.

public health nurse within 72 hours of hospital discharge. - Lower proportions of people reporting good health in larger towns,

. : ! ; o
* Developmental health screening attendance for children before 12 especially Graignenamanagh-Tinnahinch (71.8%) and New Ross

months in Carlow/Kilkenny (93.4%) is significantly higher than the (73.6%).
national rate (85.4%).
_— , 5.3 Carers
* Immunisation rates at 12 months are comparable to the national
average, but at 24 months, they are lower for certain vaccines (e.g., * County Kilkenny has 6,501 family carers, with 61% being female,
12 percentage points lower for Hibb). mostly aged 45 to 59.

8( || KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
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Introduction

* There are 108 child carers (aged <15) and 278 young adult cargrs
15-24), with the child carer rate (7.8 per 1,000 children) highgt,
national average (6.7 per 1,000).

aged
n the

*  Carers make up 6.2% of County Kilkenny’s pop
than the national rate (5.8%).

ghtly higher

* There are high proportions of carers in rural areas, especially in
Mullinavat (11%) and Johnstown (10.1%) — among the resident
population.

5.4 Disability

* 22,402 people in County Kilkenny have a self-declared disability,
including 3,837 individuals aged 0 to 24.

* Males aged 0 to 24 are more likely to have a disability than females
(ratio 1.17:1).

* The disability rate among children in County Kilkenny (97.1 per
1,000) is lower than the national average (108.1 per 1,000).

5.5 Lifestyle and Well-being

e smoking rate in County Kilkenny (12.7%) is slightly below the
tiqnal rate (13.1%).

g 1s more common in urban areas, particularly in local
rity housing estates.

s

discharge rate for children in County Kilkenny (96 per
isNower than the national rate (110.3 per 1,000).

———

HEALTH @5)

*  3.1% of children in County Kilkenny have an intellectual disability,
below the national rate (7.2%).

* Lower referral rates to TUSLA in the Carlow/Kilkenny/ South
Tipperary region compared to other TUSLA regions.

This section presents data in respect of several relevant healthrelated
indicators, including birth rates, neonatal and antenatal health, the
population’s health status, carers and persons with disabilities.

Neonatal/Antenatal Well-being and Care

The most recent data (2022) show that County Kilkenny had the fourth-
highest birth rate among young mothers (aged 15 to 17) among the
twenty-six counties in the State. Its rate (3.6 births to young mothers per
1,000 births) is higher than the corresponding value for Ireland (2.3
births per 1,000). In Ireland, in 2021 (most recent dataset), just under six
percent (5.9%) of babies were born weighing under 2.5kg. In County
Kilkenny, a slightly smaller percentage (5.8%) of babies were in this
category.

Data for 2021 also reveal that almost sixty-two percent (61.9%) of
infants in Ireland were breastfed (exclusive and combined). The figure
for County Kilkenny was just slightly below this (61.1%). The vast
majority (89.4%) of expectant mothers, in Ireland, attended for antenatal
care in the first trimester of pregnancy (during 2021). The figure for
County Kilkenny was slightly lower (87.7%) and was the ninth-lowest
level among the counties of Ireland.

NN NSNS NN
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,,,,,,, Ireland as a whole. They are, however, three percentage points lower in
~ respect of MenC2 and PCV3, and a notable twelve percentage points lower
in respect of Hibb.

The proportion of children in the care of TUSLA (2022 data) is slightly

atmost all (98.9%) of newborn babies, in Carlow/Kilkenny (Local higher in the Carlow/ Kilkenny/ South Tipperary Administrative Area
Jedlth Office Area), were visited by a public health nurse within 72 hours than is the case across all TUSLA regions combined. The rate of
Of hospital discharge. Most LHO areas in Ireland recorded universal home admission to psychiatric hospitals, among children and adolescents in
visits (100% of newborns). County Kilkenny, is 0.4 per 100,000. This is the ninth lowest rate across
The vast majority (93.4%) of children in Carlow/Kilkenny attended the twenty-six counties.

-

Health Status

There are almost 1,700 persons in County Kilkenny (1.6%) of the
resident population, who describe their health status as either ‘bad’ or
‘very bad’. This is just below the corresponding value (1.7%) for Ireland
as a whole. Negative health outcomes are generally associated with
socio-economic deprivation, and as the accompanying map shows, the
proportion of persons who describe their health as either ‘bad’ or “very
e bad’ is highest in areas that record negative scores on the Pobal HP Index

devlopmental health screening before the age of 12 months. This figure is of Affluence and Deprivation. These include some of the local authority

notably higher than the rate for Ireland as a whole (85.4%). estates ?n Kilkenny City. Othgr areas in which relatively .high (>2.5%)
proportions of persons describe their health status as either ‘bad’ or

‘very bad’ include Castlecomer, Ballyhale, Goresbridge,
The immunisation rate for infants, in Carlow/Kilkenny, is the same as the Inistioge, Gowran, Ballyragget, Johnstown and
rate for Ireland as a whole (87%), in respect of those aged up to 12 months, GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch. Readers should note that the spatial
for all vaccines except MenCl1; for which the rate in Carlow/Kilkenny is distribution of persons with ‘bad’ or ‘very bad’ health status is
one percent higher (88%). Immunisation rates at 24 months of age are
generally one or two percentage points lower in Carlow/Kilkenny than in

associated, in part, with the distribution of care facilities (e.g.

8! || KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
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convalescent and nursing homes), in addition to the other factors already
mentioned here.

The vast majority of people in County Kilkenny (85.3%) describe their
health status as either ‘good’ or ‘very good’. This is over two percentage
points higher than the corresponding value (82.9%) for Ireland as a
whole. Good health status is generally associated with socio-economic
affluence, youth, access to community and sporting facilities and
amenities, and the maintenance of healthy lifestyles. As is the case
nationally, the proportion of persons who describe their health status as
either ‘good’ or ‘very good’ is generally higher in rural areas than in
urban areas. In County Kilkenny, the Piltown, Callan-Thomastown and
Castlecomer MDs have higher proportions of persons with ‘good’ or
‘very good’ health status than the Kilkenny MD. All the county’s main
towns have lower proportions of persons in this cohort than does the
county as a whole; the lowest rates are in GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch
(71.8%) and New Ross (73.6%). In rural communities, values are

According to the most recent Census of Population, there are
6,501 family carers in County Kilkenny. The majority (61%) of
these are female, and most carers are aged 45 to 59. There are
108 children (aged <15) and 278 teenagers and young adults (aged
15 to 24) who provide regular unpaid care for another person. In
County Kilkenny, the rate of child carers (children who provide
care to others) is 7.8 per 1,000 children. This is notably above the
¢ for Ireland as a whole (6.7 per 1,000).

of all ages) constitute just over six percent (6.2%) of
Kilkenny’s resident population, which is a slightly
oportion than is the case across Ireland (5.8%). Values
ally higher in rural areas than in urban areas, and the
f Mullinavat and Johnstown emerge as having notably

HEALTH @5)

highest in those that have young populations and good levels of
connectivity to Kilkenny and Waterford Cities.

Carers

high proportions of people who are engaged in caring duties; the
respective figures are 11% and 10.1%. As the accompanying map
shows, the communities with the most significant populations of carers
are in the northeast of the county, while there are also some notable
concentrations in and around GraiguenamanaghTinnahinch and
Glenmore.

Disability

There are 22,402 persons in County Kilkenny who have a selfdeclared
disability. While these are predominantly in the older age cohorts, it
should be noted that there are 3,837 persons aged 0 to 24 who have a
disability (to any extent). Among young people (those aged 0 to 24),

per 1,000).

)OO
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males are more likely than females to have a disability; in County
Kilkenny, the ratio is 1.17: 1. The rate of children with a disability, in

9

w ilkenny.
)L ]

is 97.1 per, 1,000, which is lower than the

_--

of their geographical distribution, persons with a disability, in
nty Kilkenny, are more prevalent in urban areas and in towns and
villages than in rural areas. The Kilkenny MD has an higher proportion of
persons with a disability than is the case in the other three MDs. In four of
the county’s five main towns (the exception being New Ross) the
proportion of persons with a disability is above the county value (>21.5%).
A similar observation can be made in respect of seventeen of the county’s
twenty-two villages. As the accompanying map illustrates, there are some
geographical clusters in which there are relatively large (>29%)
proportions of persons with disabilities. Some of these clusters are
associated with the locations of residential facilities for persons with
special needs.

Lifestyle and Well-being

Just over one in eight persons (12.7%) in County Kilkenny is a smoker.
This rate is slightly below those of Ireland (13.1%), the Southern Region
(13.2%) and the South-East Region (13.8%). Smoking is more prevalent in
urban areas (including Kilkenny City and the county’s towns and villages)

|| KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024

than among those who live in the countryside. The areas with the highest
proportions of smokers (as a percentage of the resident population) are
local authority housing estates in Kilkenny City, Goresbridge, Clogh,
Urlingford, Castlecomer, Slieverue, Johnstown and Mooncoin.

In 2022, the rate of hospital discharges among children, resident in County
Kilkenny, stood at 96 per 1,000, while the corresponding rate for Ireland
was higher at 110.3 per 1,000.

Figures for 2022 show that 3.1% of the county’s resident children have
an intellectual disability. This is the sixth-lowest rate of any county, and
it is below the proportion in Ireland as a whole, which is 7.2%. Relative
to the State, Kilkenny also has a lower proportion of children with
physical or sensory disabilities; the respective values are 5.2% and
3.8%.

The rate
of

referrals
to

TUSLA
is lower
in the




Carlow/Kilkenny/ South Tipperary TUSLA Region than is the case
across all TUSLA regions as a whole; the respective values are 15.1 and
18.0 per 1,000 children.
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Figure 5.1: Rate of Births (per 1,000 mothers) to Mothers Aged 15-17, 2021
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Percentage of Infants who are Breastfed (exclusive & combined), 2021 HEALTH ( 05
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Figure 5.3: Percentage of Infants who are Breastfed (exclusive & combined), 2021 (NPRS & SONC) 2024)
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*Note: Numbers greater than 100% are due to newborn babies being present in one area for the first 24/48 hours after birth and then moving to another area within 72 hours of birth

Figure 5.5: Newborns Visited by Public Nurse within 72 Hours of Hospital Discharge, 2022 (NPRS & SONC 2024)
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Percentageofchildrenwhohavehadtheirdevelopmentalhealthscreening
beforereachingl2monthsofage,byLocalHealthOffice(2022)
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Immunisation /| /uptake rates at 12 & 24 Months, 2022 HEALTH ( 05
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Figure 5.7 and 5.8: Immunisation Uptake Rates at 12 & 24 Months, 2022 (HPSC & SONC 2024)
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Rate of Admission to Psychiatric Hospital Units, 2022

2
16
13 12 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 09
' 08 07 07 05 06 06 06
0.4
|
N N N o & N 3 > :
¢ & ¢ &8 & & N S sgb\\\ o £ & & \o"b & &
& 2 < d & ¢ &F S o & & B N &
[ XS .\QQ & X @Q‘ @ &
N N <{p"’

Rate of Admission to Psychiatric Hospital Units, 2022 (Health Research Board and SONC 2024)
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Number of Persons with a Disability by Extent, 2022
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Rate of Children (per 1,000 children) with a Disability, 2022 HEALTH ( 05
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Figure 5.22: Rate of Children with Intellectual Disability, 2022 (National Ability Support System & SONC 2024)
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Figure 5.24: Rate of Child Welfare and Protection Referrals to TUSLA, 2022 (TUSLA, the Child and Family Agency & SONC 2024)

1. || KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
S ) —



———— Security & Safety




1

|| KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024

his section looks at relevant indicators in respect of security and safety of
children within Kilkenny with an overview of the latest data available from
TUSLA on engagement of services - referrals (child welfare and child abuse),
social work activity data (child protection and welfare), the child protection
notification system and children in care.

The chapter also focuses on household tenure (ownership). It presents
quantitative and spatial data in respect of owneroccupied homes (with and
without mortgages) and those that are rented (from private landlords, approved
housing bodies or local government).

Data and Analysis of Engagement in Services

The latest Quarterly Service and Performance Activity Report from TUSLA
provides an update on the performance and activity of TUSLA services at the
end of Q2 2024. It deals with key performance and activity measures included
in the agency’s business plan. The data presented were provided by services,
and they refer to the latest performance and activity information available at
this time. The report also provides details on Child Protection and Welfare
Services - with specific datasets available for referrals (child welfare and child
abuse), social work activity data, the Child Protection Notification System
(CPNS) and Crisis Intervention Service (CIS).

While the data in the report are available at the national level, they are also
published for the 17 reporting areas of which ‘Carlow / Kilkenny / South
Tipperary’ is one.

HEALTH <05>

Referrals (child welfare and child abuse)

Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were 4,361 referrals
to Child Protection and Welfare Services during 2023; this is 478 (12.3%) more
than in 2022 (n=3,883) and 423 (10.7%) fewer than 2021 (n=3,938). More than
half of referrals in 2023 (61%; 2,684) were for welfare concerns, 34%
(n=1,480) were for abuse/neglect, and the primary report type was not recorded
for the remaining 197 referrals. Of the 1,480 abuse/ neglect referrals, a total of
355 were for physical abuse, 660 for emotional abuse, 273 for sexual abuse
and 192 for neglect.

Relative to the 17 reporting areas, the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area
recorded the seventh lowest rate per thousand population with a rate of 69.9.
This was below the State average of 75.4. The highest rates were recorded in
the Midlands (109.8) and Dublin North City (109.6).

At the State level, the most common source of referrals in Q1 2024 was
members of An Garda Siochéna - accounting for 33% of referrals, followed
teachers (13%), social workers (12%) and safeguarding officers (1
Mandated persons accounted for 90% of all sources.

Social Work Activity Data (child protection and
welfare)

Across the State, there were 21,408 cases open to social work at the e
2024 (June); this is 885 (4%) fewer than Q1 2024 (n=22,293) an
fewer than Q2 2023 (n=22,811). Open cases include thos
allocated, unallocated child welfare and protection and cl
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The number of open cases ranged from 2,381 (11%) in Cork to 268 (1%) in
Sligo/Leitrim/West Cavan. Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary
area, there were 714 open cases (3.2%). Nine of the 17 areas had between 1,000
and 2,000 cases; a further six areas had fewer than 1,000 cases, while the
remaining two areas (Cork and Dublin South Central) had in excess of 2,000
cases. Since Q2 2019 (June), there has been a steady decrease in open cases
within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, with the number
decreasing from 1,236 in 2019, to 933 in 2022 to the Q2 total of 714 in 2024.

Across the State, 77% (n=16,509) of open cases were allocated to a worker at
the end of Q2 2024, down two percentage points from Q1 2024 (79%). The
number of allocated cases reflects a changing environment in TUSLA, where
allocation of cases to a social worker has become more difficult, due to reduced
availability of social workers nationally. Many cases are now allocated to other
ssionals, and this also reflects the changing nature of social work teams.

aiting allocation (n=1,194; 24% of the State total) followed by Cork
% of State total), Dublin South West/ Kildare/West Wicklow
of State total), Louth/Meath

State total), Dublin South East/Wicklow (n=340; 7% of

idwest (n=337; 7% of State total). These six areas
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of 36 (5% of all open cases) open cases that were classed as high
priority.

Child Protection Notification System

Across the State, there were 1,024 children listed as ‘active’ on the
Child Protection Notification System (CPNS) at the end of Q2 2024;
this is 17 (2%) more than Q1 2024 (n=1,007) and the sixth consecutive
increase. The CPNS, in accordance with the Children First: National
Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, 2011, is a
national record of all children who are the subject of a child protection
plan agreed at a child protection conference. The CPNS is accessible
to named professional groups subject to strict protocols.

Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were 61
children listed as ‘active’ on the CPNS. This is equivalent to a rate of
9.8 per 10,000 population and is the sixth highest rate of all 17
reporting areas. All 61 children listed as ‘active’ on the CPNS have
been allocated a social worker with 43 listed for 0-6

\a\c\‘\b{hQ@I\\S%Q?{\Q\()S) of cases awaiting allocation.

Across the State, 10% (n=500) of cases awaiting allocation at the end
of Q2 2024 were categorised as high priority. This level is 131 (36%)
more than Q1 2024 (369), but it is 24 (5%) fewer than Q2 2023 (524).
Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were a total

months (70%), 14 listed for 7-12
and no child listed for longer than 18 months.
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Across the State, there were 5,804 children
in care at the end of Q2 2024, 44 (<1%) more
than QI 2024 (n=5,760). This figure
(n=5,804) includes 141 children reported by
the Service for Separated Children Seeking
International Protection.

Children in Care

Across the 17 areas, the number of children in care ranged from 676 in Cork
to 114 in Sligo/Leitrim/West Cavan. Dublin North City reported the highest
rate of children in care per 1,000 population under 18 years (9.4). This is more
than double the national rate, and it is followed by Waterford/Wexford (6.2),
Donegal (5.4) and the Midwest (5.2). The lowest rate reported was in Dublin
South East/Wicklow (2.3) followed by Dublin South West/Kildare/West
Wicklow (3.6) and Dublin North (4.0).

Within the Carlow / Kilkenny / South Tipperary area, there were a total of 312
children in care, which is equivalent to 5 per 1,000 children aged 0-17 years of
age. This is the fifth-highest rate in the State. Of the 312 children in care, 200
were in Foster Care General, 88 in Relative Foster Care, 12 in Residential Care
General and 12 in other placement types.

Across the State, 80% (n=4,671) of children in care at the end of Q2 2024 had
an allocated worker with 1,133 (20%) children awaiting the allocation of a
worker at the end of Q2 2024; this figure is 150 (15%) more than Q1 204
(n=983). The percentages with an allocated worker ranged from 38%
(Carlow/Kilkenny/South Tipperary) to 100% (Donegal, Mayo and
Galway/Roscommon). Seven areas reported allocation rates of 90% or higher.

SECURITY & SAFETY <O6>

The area with the highest number of children awaiting allocation is the
Midwest (n=241; 48%). This is followed by Carlow/Kilkenny/

South Tipperary (n=194; 62%), Dublin South West/Kildare/ West Wicklow
(n=154; 39%), Dublin South Central (n=93; 28%) and Louth/Meath (n=79;
19%). These five areas account for 67% (n=761) of all cases awaiting
allocation.

Crime Incidents

An analysis of crime trends in the Kilkenny/Carlow Division across all the
offence groups shows that there were 4,718 recorded offences in the year to
Q2 2024. In general, recorded crime incidents have decreased from a high of
5,366 in the year to Q2 2016 to a low 0f 4,202 in the year to Q2 2021 (COVID).
The largest types of offences committed in the year to Q2 2024 were ‘Theft
and Related Offences’ (4,413 or 29.9%) and ‘Public Order Offences’ (830 or
17.6%).

Owner-Occupied Housing

In County Kilkenny, forty-two percent of households are outright owner
occupiers i.e. they do not have a mortgage. This figure is five percentage poi
higher than the corresponding value for Ireland (37%), and within C
Kilkenny, as is the case elsewhere in Ireland, the highest rates of outright
ownership are in rural areas, especially among farming households. Valu
also higher in areas that have older (i.e. inter-generational) housing sto
evidenced by the data in respect of County Kilkenny’s four MDs. Fewe

—
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a third (31.5%) of homes in Kilkenny City and just over a fifth (21.2%) in
Waterford’s northern suburbs are owned outright by their residents. Within
Kilkenny City, the proportion of households that own their homes outright is
highest (>33%) in the more established neighbourhoods, such as those along
Grange’s Road and Freshford Road, Geldine, the Castlecomer Road, and
Ardnore. Mullinavat is the only town or village in which more than half of
homes are owner occupied without a mortgage, while the proportion exceeds
forty-five percent in Inistioge, Moneenroe, Freshford, Kilmacow,
Bennettsbridge and Knocktopher.

Almost thirty percent (29.5%) of households in County Kilkenny are owner
occupiers with a mortgage or loan. This proportion is slightly above the
corresponding values for Ireland, the Southern Region and South-East Region.
Across the county’s four MDs, Kilkenny has the smallest proportion (24.4%),
while Piltown has the highest proportion (34.3%), and these figures are
associated with a faster rate of new house building in the Piltown MD,
especially in Waterford’s suburbs and peri-urban fringe, than was the case in
County Kilkenny as a whole, over the past two decades. The proportion of
hauseholds that own their home, with a mortgage, is almost fifteen percentage
pointShigher in Waterford’s northern suburbs than is the case in Kilkenny City;

he_respective values are 24% and 38.7%. High values (i.e. >40%) are als
evidentin'thg villages of Paulstown, Stoneyford and Fiddown - associated wi x

20% , ON

ist1dge,

his indicator, are in Kilkenny City Centre and in Johnstown,
eshford, Clogh, Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch and New Ross.

Fhe'co ‘n posite data in respect of home ownership (i.e. those with and
those| without moxtgages) further emphasise the spatial patterns

daVaX 21N O aYa otF-bhome O) abha
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\is 1gher 'n. ounty Kilkehny than is the case across Ireland; the

Ballyhale, 1
g/azﬂ/j
olute

population growth over the past twenty years. In contrast, the lowest values \ _
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respective figures are 71.6% and 65.9%. Within the county, the highest
rates of home ownership are in rural areas and villages, and in Kilkenny
City’s peri-urban fringe. The lowest rates are in Kilkenny City’s urban
core and in settlements that have relatively high proportions of
households who rent their homes — either from private landlords,
approved housing bodies or Kilkenny County Council.

Just over one in eight households (12.7%) in County Kilkenny are
renting their homes from a private landlord. This proportion is more
than five percentage points lower than the corresponding value for
Ireland (18%), and it is lower than the value for the SouthEast Region
(14.5%). Sub-county figures reveal that renting from a private landlord
is more prevalent in urban areas than in rural areas. Almost a quarter
(22.8%) of households in Kilkenny City are renting from a private
landlord, while the corresponding figure for Waterford’s northern
suburbs is also above the county and national figures; it stands at
18.3%. After Kilkenny City, Urlingford has the second-highest
proportion (21.7%) of households, who are renting from a private
landlord. In Urlingford’s case, this phenomenon is associated, in part,
with a significant non-Irish population (as noted earlier in this report).
Fiddown also have relatively high (>16%)

¢ are renting from a private landlord, but

and n=24) are small in a county context.
2/households renting from a private landlord, and
@st ong in seven (15.2%) of all households.

a
Tn Piltown

their homes from Kilkenny County Council or an approved housing body
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(AHB). This proportion is slightly above the corresponding value for Ireland
(10%), and slightly below the value for the South-East Region (11.4%). The
proportion of households who are renting from the local authority or an AHB
(social renting) is higher in urban areas than in rural areas in County Kilkenny.
The proportions in Kilkenny City (17.3%) and Waterford’s northern suburbs
(18.7%) are more than seven percentage points higher than the county figure.
Within Kilkenny City, the proportion of households in this category exceeds
fifty percent in some neighbourhoods off the Hebron Road, Connolly Street,
Pearse Street and in the Newpark area. Across the county’s towns and villages,
those with the most significant numbers of households (considering absolute
and relative values) who are social renting are as follows: Clogh, Urlingford,
Goresbridge and Ballyhale.

The composite data in respect of households who are renting their homes
further emphasise the spatial patterns outlined in the two preceding paragraphs.
The proportion of households who are renting their homes is lower in County
Kilkenny than is the case across Ireland; the respective figures are 23.1% and
28%. Within the county, the highest rates (of private and social renting
combined) are in urban areas, especially in Kilkenny City’s urban core. Rates
are also significant in Urlingford, Clogh and Ballyhale. The lowest rates are in
rural areas.

The most recent (2022) data in respect of the housing assistance payment
(HAP) indicate that there are 724 households in County Kilkenny in receipt of
HAP supports. These represent 155.8 per 1,000 private rental tenancies — the
twelfth-lowest rate among Ireland’s thirty-one local authority areas. There has
been a gradual decline in the number of HAP tenancies in County Kilkenny

SECURITY & SAFETY @6)

since 2018, when there were over 900 in the county. While the Kilkenny MD
has the highest absolute number of HAP properties (n=296), it has the lowest
relative proportion (125.2 per 1,000 private rental tenancies) among the
county’s four MDs. Castlecomer has the highest rate (210.8 per 1,000 private
rental tenancies). HAP expenditure in County Kilkenny, for the period 2019 —
2021 amounted to €3.3m — the eight-lowest level among Ireland’s local
authority areas.
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Total Number of Referrals (Child Abuse [ Welfare), 2019 - 2024
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Figure 6.5: Total Crime Incidents n Kilkenny/Carlow
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Figure 6.4: Crime Incidents by Category in Kilkenny/Carlow
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Private Households - Owner Occupied (owns outright), 2022
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Private Households - Social Rented, 2022
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Vacancy Rate, 2022
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Figure 4.13: Kilkenny Housing Assistance Profile, 2022 (CSO Census 2022)
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\\7,_,;——_—__/ Sl , The data in this report relate, in the main, to the administrative unit

that is County Kilkenny. This is a clearly defined geography — based
on administrative boundaries, and statistics are presented, at county
level, for each of the variables that Kilkenny CYPSC had specified at
the outset of this assignment. People and Place has also presented all
possible data at municipal district (MD) / local electoral area (LEA),
electoral division (ED), town and village levels. We also recognise that
residents of County Kilkenny relate to other geographies, in their
everyday lives; many young people attend schools in adjoining
counties, and they access services (e.g. healthcare) in regional centres,
such as Waterford City. At the same time, many people from other
counties, especially County Carlow, access services that are based in
County Kilkenny. Therefore, county boundaries should be seen as
fuzzy and porous — in line with socio-economic realities, and
stakeholders are recommended to consult the corresponding CYPSC
and other profiles for the counties that adjoin County Kilkenny.

isti spatral data presented in this report complement and
to the knowledge, expertise and insights of local and

onal stakeholders, including the members of the Kilkenny Children
and Young People’s Services Committee (CYPSC). Moreover, the data
provide pointers and signposts that ought to assist local and regional
stakeholders in making decisions and in designing and pursuing
strategies that will deliver better outcomes for children and young
people. Some of the data presented here may surprise readers, and
stakeholders are encouraged to partake in discussions, and where
appropriate, to undertake further research to garner additional data and
insights. Many of the statistics and analysis presented in this report
will serve to affirm stakeholders in the work they are currently doing
and give them the ability to leverage resources and make further
investments in frontline and strategic supports and interventions.

In recognising the importance of contemporary geographical patterns,
People and Place has included data in respect of all counties in the South-
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East Region, and we have presented figures for the Waterford Metropolitan
Area. Moreover, the data take account of settlements that straddle county
boundaries such as New Ross-Rosbercon and Graiguenamanagh-Tinnahinch.
The analysis presented here and People and Place’s wider experiences of
working in Counties Carlow and Wexford point to the merits of collaborative
and inter-county approaches to addressing local needs and enhancing outcomes
for young people in these communities and in other areas that are close to
county boundaries.

Kilkenny CYPSC is a multi-stakeholder partnership, and it works in
collaboration with several agencies, non-governmental organisations (NGOs),
community representatives and service providers. The CYPSC has contributed
to the formulation of the County Kilkenny Local Economic and Community
Plan (LECP) 2023-2028. The LECP includes several objectives specifically
focused on supporting children and young people. Under Goal 11, which aims
to address poverty and social exclusion, one objective highlights the
importance of prioritising young people in efforts to reduce poverty and
promote inclusion. The plan also recognises the need to create egua

opportunities across various demographics, including children and yo 0
ensure they can fully engage in social and economic activities. Additid F’

improve educational access and attainment, which indirectly benefits yo r
residents, aiming to empower them through better learning and developihent
opportunities

the LECP goals around education and skills development include effa ‘W

This profile has identified several strengths and foundations on whiCh'né
on-going strategic actions can be built. It has also identified a€as’o
it has highlighted gaps and challenges that ought to be addfessed, Thecounty’s
strengths and challenges can be classified as follows; in Wne with the action

CONCLUSION >

areas that are articulated in five national outcomes — originally articulated
in Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures and now incorporated into the Policy
Framework for Children and Young People 2023-2028.

Outcome 1: Healthy and Active
According to the national policy, this means that children and young
people:

* have the best possible physical and mental health;
* make informed health and lifestyle choices; and

* enjoy leisure time, express themselves creatively and access nature
and recreation.

In these respects, the profile points to the following:

Physical and Mental Health Support: The Kilkenny CYPSC profile
indicates generally positive health trends for children, but with pockets of
poor health in socio-economically disadvantaged areas, most notably in
Hkenny City (urban core and eastern suburbs), the north-west of the

ealth Initiatives: With a relatively high proportion of young
a proportion of the resident population), particularly in Kilkenny
d Piltown Municipal District, initiatives that promote active

|| KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
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/
eS¢ respe h< profile points to the following: life-wide learning pathways and the provision of targeted supports for

) []
/ parents will contribute to a milieu that is conducive to enabling young
proving Educational Attainmenttducational attainment people to stay in education / training and to acquire qualifications. Digital

levels are lower than national levels, especially in rural and literacy and connectivity can enable more young people and their parents

disadvantaged communities. Investing in initiatives that to avail of new and emerging opportunities in education and training.
being, such as youth-centred sports programmes, recreational facilities, and
mental health resources, will be essential. Addressing School Absenteeism: While school absenteeism in Kilkenny

is lower than the national level, the COVID-19 pandemic has adversely

Maternal and Early Childhood Health: County Kilkenny has an higher rate impacted attendance and engagement. Recent trends indicate that
of births among young mothers than is the case across Ireland as a whole, which stakeholders should support schools in reengaging students, particularly
necessitates robust maternal and family support systems. Enhancing prenatal those in disadvantaged and rural areas, to foster consistent attendance and
and postnatal services, such as breast-feeding support, early childhood academic development. There is a particular need to focus on supporting
development initiatives, good quality and affordable childcare, and accessible those who have special needs.

maternal health care, will be important for young families.
Accessible Early Childhood Education: The large proportion of young
children, in areas such as Piltown and Callan-Thomastown, requires an

Outcome 2: AChlevmg Full Potential in Learning and emphasis on accessible and quality early childhood education. Expanding

Development access to early years programmes and family support services in these
According to the national policy, this means that children and young people: districts, in particular, can lay a strong foundation for learning and
development.

* are positively engaging with their learning and development from birth;

* can successfully navigate life’s transitions and make informed choices Outcome 3: Safe and Protected from Harm

around their future; and According to the national policy, this means that children and young
people:
* have the social, emotional and communication skills to achieve their

potential and lead fulfilling lives * have family and homes that are loving, connected, safe and nurturing
ves.

) ) ) * are protected from violence, neglect, ill-treatment and harm; and that
encourage progression through secondary education and access to third-level

or vocational training can help bridge these gaps. The delivery of life-long and

\ KILKENNY
) L\
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» Everyone is alert to child protection issues and knows how to report a
concern.

In these respects, the profile points to the following:

Community Safety and Support for Vulnerable Families: Pockets of socio-
economic deprivation, particularly in Kilkenny City and rural areas, are
associated with higher levels of loneparent families and young carers, both of
whom face distinctive challenges. Targeted support systems—such as childcare
services, family counselling, and financial support—are essential to alleviate
pressures on vulnerable families and ensure children’s safety and stability.

Reducing Disparities in Child Protection Services: The data points to
need for the CYPSC members to work closely with TUSLA and other rel¢v.
bodies to ensure that child protection services are readily availabl
responsive, especially in rural areas where children may be more is
Providing mental health and well-being programmes for children in T
care or in other vulnerable situations and raising awareness of these se
can help ensure safety and protection for all young people.

CONCLUSION >
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Enhanced Local Safety Measures: With significant car usage in rural
areas, traffic and transport safety are of critical importance. Kilkenny
County Council and other relevant stakeholders (e.g. Transport
Infrastructure Ireland - TII) could explore enhanced safety measures for
young people commuting to schools and recreational facilities, with traffic
calming initiatives and increased public transport options to make
commuting safer and more accessible. There is also a clear need for
investment in active and green infrastructure, so that children and young
people can walk, cycle, and / or use public transport, thereby contributing
to both healthy lifestyles and a better-quality environment.

Outcome 4: Economic Security and Opportunity

According to the national policy, this means that children and young
people:

» are protected from poverty and social exclusion;

* live in stable housing that is affordable, warm and dry, in child and
youth-friendly communities; and

have pathways to economic participation and independent living.
sarespects, the profile points to the following:

ent and Training Programmes for Young Adults:

ilkenny’s youth population, especially in areas with high
ent rates, would benefit from further employment and training
hat align with local and emerging job sectors. Tailored

~

i
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career pathways within the county can mitigate out-migration for work and
boost local economic security. As the county does not have an higher-
education institutes (HEI), linkages and collaborations with higher
education providers need to be further promoted, so as to promote outreach
delivery.

Reducing Energy and Heating Costs: The high dependency on coal and
oil for household heating, particularly in Castlecomer, Graiguenamanagh-
Tinnahinch, and other rural areas, highlights the need for sustainable
energy programmes. Promoting affordable and environmentally friendly
heating alternatives can reduce costs and improve economic security for
families, aligning with national sustainability goals and the delivery of Just
Transition objectives.

Addressing Child Poverty: Kilkenny’s socio-economic profile reveals a
need for initiatives that address child poverty and deprivation

directly, particularly  in disadvantaged areas. Financial
support for education, health, and basic living needs will enhance
economic security and allow children and young people to thrive,
irrespective of their socio-economic background. The data suggest a need
for targeted interventions — geographically and with particular cohorts
e.g. children with special educational needs, and those from minority
backgrounds, especially members of the Travelling Community.

Progression Pathways: The data highlight correlations between rurality,
low levels of educational attainment and economic challenges (e.g. lower
levels of employment opportunities and a narrower economic base),

delivering bespoke training angd

KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024%
/ — _—



1«

commensurate with local economic potential, can offer young people
positive progression pathways. Their development will require strong
inter-agency collaboration and the application of rural-proofing
approaches.

Outcome 5: Connected, Respected, and Contributing
to Their World

According to the national policy, this means that children and young
people:

« are aware of their rights and are civically socially and
environmentally engaged off-line and online;

» are accepted, respected and valued at home, school, and in their
community; and

* have their own identity, connected to their culture, language and
beliefs.

In these respects, the profile points to the following:

Engagement with Youth Voices: Kilkenny CYPSC’s emphasis on
consulting children and young people is highly commendable; this is
essential to ensure that their voices shape the services and policies that
affect them. Youth councils, forums, and regular consultations within
schools and communities, in collaboration with youth organisations (e.g.
Ossary Youth Services, Foroige) can foster a culture of inclusion and
respect and promote best practices.

|| KILKENNY CYPSC: SOCIO-ECONOMIC PROFILE 2024
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Support for Cultural and Ethnic Diversity: As Kilkenny City and New
Ross, among other areas, experience higher proportions of non-Irish
citizens, programmes that promote cultural inclusion and celebrate
diversity are recommended. Language support and cultural orientation
programmes for young people from immigrant backgrounds will enhance
their ability to connect with peers and contribute to community life. There
is scope to dovetail CYPSC objectives with those of the Kilkenny Migrant
Integration Strategy.

Strengthening Social Infrastructure in Rural Areas: Many rural
communities, especially in North Kilkenny, face isolation due to lower
connectivity and fewer social resources. By enhancing transport networks,
creating community hubs, and strengthening digital infrastructure,
Kilkenny CYPSC can, in collaboration with other agencies, help young
people in rural areas stay connected and engaged with broader society. The
Kilkenny Local Development (LEADER) Strategy and Social Inclusion
and Community Activation Programme (SICAP) can offer complementary
supports in terms of promoting local social capital and improving
connectivity.

Environmental Awareness and Youth Advocacy: Young people are
increasingly informed about, and concerned with, climate change and
environmental issues. Developing youth-led environmental programmes,
such as recycling initiatives, nature conservation projects, and climat
awareness campaigns, can encourage their active participation in creati
a sustainable future for Kilkenny. These initiatives can also connect you
people locally and globally — in the spirit of the United Nations Sustainab
Development Goals (UNSDGs).
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Map 2: Health Services within Kilkenny, 2024 (Source: Kilkenny CYP
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