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Chairperson Foreword 

 

As Chair of the Dublin City North Children and Young People’s Services Committee it 

gives me great pleasure to present this Evidence Baseline Report, 2024. As the 

2022 Census included a wider range of questions, this has given us a greater insight 

into the population of the Dublin City North CYPSC area. The report aims to provide 

an evidence base to develop and monitor the Dublin City North CYPSC strategic 

work focussing on children and young people. The data will provide a reference and 

a guide for future planning. This report provides up-to-date statistical profile in 

sections of, Demography, Economy, Education, Health, Security &amp; Connections. The 

report will be a resource and give a detailed snapshot of current trends. The report 

includes a detailed map and statistical analysis, using census and other non-census 

statistics that are available. Each section compares the status of Dublin City North 

area with other areas both national and regional. I would like to express my gratitude 

to all the members of the Dublin City North Children &amp; Young People’s services 

Committee and its’ subgroups for all the work they contribute to improving outcomes 

for children &amp; families. We believe this report will be of significant support in planning 

for and delivery of our new Children and Young People’s Plan 2024-2026. I would 

also like to acknowledge Aoife Dowling, researcher for her expertise, professionalism 

and diligence in compiling this report. 

Deborah Talbot  

 

Chair, Dublin City North Children and Young People’s Services Committee  

December 2024  
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Population Growth: 

• In 2022, DCN had 350,260 residents. 

• Between 2011 and 2022, the population grew by 13.9% (42,765 people), higher than the State average (12.2%) and Dublin regional average (13.5%). 

Age Distribution (Census 2022): 

• Children 0-4 years: 5.1% (17,838) of total population, below State (5.7%) and Dublin regional (5.6%) averages. 

• Children 5-12 years: 8.4% (29,498) of total population, below State (11.0%) and Dublin regional (10.3%) averages. 

• Children 13-17 years: 5.1% (17,761) of total population, below State (6.9%) and Dublin regional (6.1%) averages. 

• Young Adults 18-24 years: 10.1% (35,211) of total population, above State (8.5%) and Dublin regional (9.3%) averages. 

• Individuals 24 years and under: 28.6% (100,308) of total population, below State (34.2%) and Dublin regional (31.1%) averages. 

Dependency Ratios (Census 2022): 

• Young Dependency Ratio: 23.9%, lower than State (30.1%) and Dublin regional (27.1%) averages. 

Ethnic Composition (Census 2022): 

• White Irish: 65.8%, below State (76.6%) and Dublin regional (68.0%) averages. 

• White Irish Traveller: 0.5%, close to State (0.6%) and higher than Dublin regional (0.4%) averages. 

• Other White: 11.5%, above State (9.9%) but below Dublin regional (12.0%) averages. 

• Black or Black Irish: 1.5%, slightly above State (1.4%) but below Dublin regional (1.7%) averages. 

• Asian or Asian Irish: 4.9%, higher than State (3.3%) but below Dublin regional (5.8%) averages. 

• Other: 12.5% (43,040), significantly higher than State (6.2%) and Dublin regional (8.5%) averages. 

Family Composition (Census 2022): 

• Pre-Family (couples with no children): 8.0% (13,041 families), below State (9.4%) but similar to Dublin regional (7.9%) averages. 

• Families with Pre-School Children: 8.9% (6,873), slightly above State (8.1%) and similar to Dublin regional (8.8%) averages. 

• Families with Early School-Age Children: 8.8% (6,785), below State (9.9%) but similar to Dublin regional (10.0%) averages. 

• Families with Pre-Adolescent Children: 9.7% (7,453), below State (11.9%) and Dublin regional (11.6%) averages. 
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Health (Census 2022): 

• Disability/Health Condition: 22.1% of the DCN population reported having a disability or long-term health condition, slightly higher than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 47.4% reported having 'very good' health, lower than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 0.4% reported having 'very bad' health, slightly higher than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

Education (Census 2022): 

• 11.0% had no formal or only primary education, higher than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 27.8% had completed secondary education, lower than the State average but higher than the Dublin regional average. 

• 14.5% had technical, certificate, or apprentice-level education, lower than the State and slightly below the Dublin regional averages. 

• 35.1% had third-level education, higher than the State average but lower than the Dublin regional average. 

Childcare (Census 2022): 

• 44.8% of children aged 0 to 4 attended childcare, lower than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 21.6% of children aged 5 to 14 attended childcare, slightly lower than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

Transportation (Census 2022): 59.7% of the population aged 5+ used green modes of transportation, higher than the State and Dublin regional averages.  

Deprivation (Census 2022): 18 areas in DCN are classified as extremely disadvantaged with high youth populations. 

Lone Parent Families (Census 2022): 26.2% of families with children under 15 years are lone parent families, higher than the State and Dublin regional averages.  

Housing (Census 2022): 

• 23.4% of households own their homes with a mortgage or loan, lower than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 26.8% of households are rented from private landlords, higher than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 11.6% of households are rented from the local authority, higher than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

• 2.3% of households are rented from a voluntary or co-operative housing body, higher than the State and Dublin regional averages. 

Internet Connectivity (Census 2022): 

• 79.3% of households had a broadband internet connection, comparable to the State average and lower than the Dublin regional average. 

• 6.6% of households do not have an internet connection. 

Volunteerism (Census 2022): 10.4% of the population volunteers regularly, lower than the State and Dublin regional averages 
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Introduction 

 

Children and Young People’s Services Committees (CYPSC) are key interagency structures established by Government to plan and coordinate services for children and young people (aged 0 
-24) and families in every county in Ireland. CYPSC are led by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth and are delivered through Tusla, the Child and Family 
Agency. The purpose of the CYPSC is to secure better outcomes for children and young people through more effective co-operation and collaboration by existing services and through 
interventions at local level.  

Dublin City North CYPSC area covers the Dublin City Council Local authority area, north of the river Liffey. CYPSC is made up of representatives from Statutory, Community & Voluntary 
services who deliver programmes and initiatives for children young people and their families. 

CYPSC work towards the five national outcomes for children and young people in Ireland as outlined in Young Ireland: the National Policy Framework for Children and Young People which 
covers the period 2023-2028.  

These are that children and young people are:  

1. Are active and healthy  

2. Are achieving in learning and development  

3. Are safe and protected from harm  

4. Have economic security and opportunity  

5. Are connected, respected and contributing to their world  

Dublin City North (DCN) have commissioned this evidence baseline report in order to enhance the development of their Children Young People’s Plan (CYPP), a 3 year planning framework. 
It will provide detailed baseline from where DCN CYPSC can identify areas of concern and strengths as well as formulate goals and objectives that will be progressed throughout the lifetime 
of the CYPP.  

About the Report:  

The aim of this report is to document and visualise the most up-to-date datasets relating to children and young people in DCN. This report has been developed in line with the five national 
outcomes as outlined in Young Ireland and contains seven sections:  

Chapter 1 provides an introduction and methodology  

Chapter 2 outlines the demographic profile of DCN 

Chapter 3 examines the health-related indicators of children and young people in DCN 

Chapter 4 explores education based statistics  

Chapter 5 sets out data around the safety of children and young people 
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Chapter 6 describes various economic related datasets 

Chapter 7 illustrates how children and young people in DCN are connected and participated in their world 

Methodology 

This report was developed in collaboration with the DCN CYPSC coordinator as well as the CYPSC main committee. This report outlines over 75 indicators utilising a range of sources 
including: 

• HSE Business Information Unit 

• The Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
• Department of Social Protection (DSP) 
• Pobal 
• Department of Education and Skills 

• National Perinatal Reporting System (NPRS) 
• National Drug Treatment Reporting System (NDTRS) 
• National Suicide Research Foundation (NSRF) 
• An Garda Síochána   
• Tusla - The Child & Family Agency 

This report provides a single view of each indicator using both raw numbers when available (showing the true scale of numbers across the county) and percentages (useful for comparative 
analysis). 

As data has been accessed from a number of difference sources, as outlined above a number of different boundaries have been utilised for this report. All of these boundaries are outlined 
in the Appendix of this report.  

For each Census 2022 a range of comparative geographies, State, Regional (Eastern & Midlands, Dublin), neighbouring CYPSC areas and Local Electoral Areas, are utilised to assist the 
reader in understanding the relative position of the DCN CYPSC area to other areas.  



 

Section 1 

Demographic Profile 



 

Demographic Profile  

Indicator 1.1: Population Change 2011 to 2022  

Indicator 1.2: Five year age groups, 2022  

Indicator 1.3: Population Change 2016 to 2022 

Indicator 1.4: Population 0 to 2 years, 2022  

Indicator 1.5: Population 0 to 4 years, 2022  

Indicator 1.6: Population 5 to 12 years, 2022  

Indicator 1.7: Population 13 to 17 years, 2022  

Indicator 1.8: Population 18 to 24 years, 2022  

Indicator 1.9: Population 24 years and under, 2022  

Indicator 1.10: Young Dependency Ratio, 2022  

Indicator 1.11: Ethnicity: White Irish, 2022  

Indicator 1.12: Ethnicity: White Irish Traveller, 2022  

Indicator 1.13: Ethnicity: Other White, 2022  

Indicator 1.14: Ethnicity: Black or Black Irish, 2022  

Indicator 1.15: Ethnicity: Asian or Asian Irish, 2022  

Indicator 1.16: Ethnicity: Other, 2022  

Indicator 1.17: Families: Pre-family, 2022  

Indicator 1.18: Families: Pre-school, 2022  

Indicator 1.19: Families: Early school, 2022  

Indicator 1.20: Families: Pre-adolescent, 2022  

Indicator 1.21: Families: Adolescent, 2022  



Demographic Profile  Dublin City North CYPSC, 2024 

12 

Population Change 2011 to 2022 

Figure 1.1: Population Change 2016 to 2022 (Source: Census 2022) Figure 1.2: Population Change Population aged 24 years and under 2016 to 2022 (Source: Census 2022) 
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• According to Census 2022, there were 350,260 people residing in the DCN CYPSC area (Figure 1.1). Between 2011 and 2022, the population grew by 
13.9%, or 42,765 people (Figure 1.1). This growth rate exceeded both the State average (12.2%) and the Dublin regional average (13.5%).  

• However, an examination of the population change within the under-24 age group reveals that this group did not experience the same level of growth 
as the overall population (Figure 1.2). In fact, DCN had the 14th lowest growth in the under-24 age group compared to other CYPSC areas.  

• The line graph (Figure 1.3) illustrates the percentage distribution of the population across various age groups for DCN and the State.  

• The percentage of the population in DCN and the State is relatively similar in these age groups, with slight variations. The highest concentration for 
both DCN and the State is in the 25-29 age group, with DCN at 9.3% and the State at 9.2%. This suggests a significant young working-age population, 
particularly pronounced in DCN compared to other areas in the State. 

Figure 1.3: Five year age –groups 2022 (Source: Census 2022) 
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Percentage Population Change 2011 to 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

There was a 13.9% population increase between 2011 and 
2022 

Dublin City had the lowest population growth in the Dublin 
Region 

At 29.2% the CFSN of North Inner City had the highest 
population growth 

• According to Census 2022, there were 350,260 people residing in the DCN CYPSC area. 
Between 2011 and 2022, the population grew by 13.9%, or 42,765 people. This growth 
rate was above the State average of 12.2% and just below the Dublin regional average 
of 14.5% (Figure 1.4). 

• Among all 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had the sixth highest population growth in the State. 
Fingal recorded the highest growth at 20.6%, while Donegal saw the lowest, with a 
decline of 3.7%. 

• Child and Family Support Networks (Tusla) play a crucial role in addressing the needs 
of families and children in various communities across Dublin. There are notable 
variations in population growth across different CFSNs. The North Inner City 
experienced a remarkable growth of 29.2% since 2011. The North West Inner City also 
showed significant growth at 17.7%, which is considerably higher than the national 
average. In contrast, some CFSNs had growth rates lower than the DCN average, 
including Dublin North East (11.5%), Ballymun (11.2%), Cabra (11.2%), Dublin Bay 
North (10.9%), and Finglas (6.1%). 

• Map 1.1 shows the distribution of population changes at the ED level throughout DCN. 
Notably, Ballymun D and Whitehall A experienced a population decline of 10%, while 
Mountjoy B, Grange B, and Ballymun A saw the highest growth, with increases 
exceeding 50%.  

Figure 1.4: Percentage Population Change 2011 to 2022 (Source: Census 2022) 
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Map 1.1: Percentage Population Change 2011 to 2022 
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Population 0 to 2 years, 2022 

Figure 1.5: Population 0 to 2 years (Source: Census 2022) 

• According to the 2022 Census, 10,892 children aged 0 to 2 years were living 
in the DCN area, representing 3.1% of the total population. This is lower 
than the State average of 3.4% and the Dublin regional average of 3.3% (see 
Figure 1.5). 

• Among the 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had the third lowest proportion of children 
in this age group. DCS had the lowest at 2.8%, while Monaghan recorded 
the highest at 3.9%. 

• The distribution of children aged 0 to 4 years across the Child and Family 
Support Networks (CFSNs) varies. Cabra, Dublin Bay North, Dublin North 
East, and Ballymun (3.3%) have a higher percentage of children aged 0 to 2 
years compared to the DCN average. Finglas (2.9%), North Inner City (2.8%), 
and North West Inner City (2.3%) fall below the DCN average, indicating a 
smaller proportion of children in this age group in these areas. 

• Map 1.2 illustrates the distribution of children aged 0 to 2 at the Small Area 
(SA) level throughout DCN. The darkest blue regions, indicating the highest 
percentages (greater than 8%), are prominently visible in Donaghmede, 
Priorswood, Ashtown, and around Parnell Square in the city centre.  

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

3.1% (or 10,892) of the population in DCN were aged 0 
to 2 years in 2022 

DCN had the second lowest proportion of 0 to 2 
year olds in the Dublin Region 

At 3.3% the CFSN of Dublin North East and 
Ballymun had the highest proportion of 0 to 2 year 

olds 
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Map 1.2: Population 0 to 2 years 
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Population 0 to 4 years, 2022 

Figure 1.6: Population 0 to 4 years (Source: Census 2022) 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

5.1% (or 17,838) of the population in DCN were aged 0 to 4 
years in 2022 

Since 2016 this rate had decreased  
DCN had the second lowest proportion of the 27 CYPSC 

areas 

The CFSN of Dublin North East had the highest 
proportion of 0 to 4 year olds 

• According to the 2022 Census, the DCN area had 17,838 children aged 0 to 4 years, 
accounting for 5.1% of the total population. This figure is lower than both the State 
average of 5.7% and the Dublin regional average of 5.6% (see Figure 1.6). 

• Among the 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had the second lowest proportion of children in this 
age group. Dublin City South (DCS) had the lowest at 4.6%, whereas Monaghan  
recorded the highest at 6.6%.  

• The proportion of children aged 0 to 4 years across the Child and Family Support 
Networks (CFSNs) varied. Ballymun (5.3%), Dublin Bay North (5.2%), Dublin North 
East (5.6%), and Cabra (5.2%) all had higher percentages compared to the DCN 
average. Finglas (5.1%) matched the DCN average, while North Inner City (4.7%) and 
North West Inner City (3.5%) had lower percentages, indicating a smaller proportion 
of young children in these areas. 

• Map 1.3 illustrates the distribution of children aged 0 to 4 at the Small Area (SA) level 
throughout DCN. The highest concentrations are evident in the Docklands, around 
Parnell Square, as well as in Drumcondra, Ashtown, Donaghmede, and Priorswood.  
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Map 1.3: Population 0 to 4 years 



Demographic Profile  Dublin City North CYPSC, 2024 

  20  

Population 5 to 12 years, 2022 

• According to the 2022 Census, there were 29,498 children aged 5 to 12 years living in 
the DCN area, representing 8.4% of the total population. This is lower than the State 
average of 11.0% and the Dublin regional average of 10.3% (see Figure 1.7). 

• Among the 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had the second lowest proportion of children in this 
age group. Dublin City South (DCS) had the lowest at 7.6%, while Meath recorded the 
highest at 12.9%. 

• The distribution of children aged 5 to 12 years across the Child and Family Support 
Networks (CFSNs) varied. Ballymun (8.8%), Dublin Bay North (8.4%), Dublin North 
East (10.0%), and Finglas (10.0%) all had higher percentages compared to the DCN 
average. Cabra (7.7%) and North Inner City (6.5%) were below the DCN average, 
while North West Inner City (4.6%) had the lowest percentage, indicating a smaller 
proportion of children in these areas. 

• Map 1.4 shows the distribution of children aged 5 to 12 at the Small Area (SA) level 
throughout DCN. The highest concentrations, with percentages greater than 15%, are 
evident in Darndale, Clongriffin, Beaumont, the Docklands, Finglas, and Cabra.  

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

8.4% (or 29,498) of the population were aged  5 to 12 years 

Since 2016 the proportion had increased 

This was lower than the national average of 11.0% 

DCN had the second lowest proportion of the 27 CYPSC 
areas 

The CFSNs of Finglas and Dublin North East had the 
highest proportion of 5 to 12 year olds 

Figure 1.7: Population 5 to 12 years (Source: Census 2022) 
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Map 1.4: Population 5 to 12 years 
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Population 13 to 17 years, 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

5.1% (or 17,761) of the population were aged  13 to 17 
years 

Since 2016 the proportion had increased  

DCN had the second lowest proportion of the 27 
CYPSC areas 

The CFSN of Finglas had the highest proportion of 13 
to 17 year olds 

Figure 1.8: Population 13 to 17 years (Source: Census 2022) 

• According to the 2022 Census, there were 17,761 children aged 13 to 17 years living 
in the DCN area, accounting for 5.1% of the total population. This is lower than the 
State average of 6.9% and the Dublin regional average of 6.1% (see Figure 1.8). 

• Among the 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had the second lowest proportion of children in this 
age group. Dublin City South (DCS) had the lowest at 4.3%, while Meath recorded the 
highest at 7.9%. 

• The distribution of children aged 13 to 17 years across the Child and Family Support 
Networks (CFSNs) shows variation. Ballymun (6.0%), Dublin North East (6.0%), and 
Finglas (6.5%) all had higher percentages compared to the DCN average. Dublin Bay 
North (4.8%), Cabra (4.1%), North Inner City (3.6%), and North West Inner City (3.9%) 
had lower percentages, indicating a smaller proportion of teenagers in these areas. 

• Map 1.5 details the distribution of the 13 to 17 age group at the Small Area (SA) level 
throughout DCN. SAs with the highest proportion of 13 to 17-year-olds, over 16%, 
are found in the Docklands and Smithfield. When examining the highest 
concentrations, there is a clear distribution in areas outside of the city centre, such as 
Killester, Donaghmede, Priorswood, and Finglas.  
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Map 1.5: Population 13 to 17 years 



Demographic Profile  Dublin City North CYPSC, 2024 

  24  

Population 18 to 24 years, 2022 

• According to the 2022 Census, there were 35,211 people aged 18 to 24 years living in 
the DCN area, making up 10.1% of the total population. This is higher than both the 
State average of 8.5% and the Dublin regional average of 9.3% (see Figure 1.9). 

• Among the 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had one of the highest proportions of young adults 
in this age group, on par with Dublin City South (10.1%). Mayo had the lowest at 
6.8%. 

• The distribution of people aged 18 to 24 years across the Local Electoral Areas (LEAs) 
and Child and Family Support Networks (CFSNs) varies. The North Inner City (13.4%) 
and North West Inner City (15.0%) have significantly higher percentages compared to 
the DCN average, indicating a strong presence of young adults in these areas because 
of the location of third level institutions. Ballymun (11.3%) also exceeds the average, 
while areas such as Dublin Bay North (8.7%), Dublin North East (8.6%), and Finglas 
(9.1%) fall below. Cabra (8.3%) and Donaghmede (8.3%) have the lowest percentages, 
highlighting a smaller proportion of young adults in these regions. 

• Map 1.6 details the distribution of the 18 to 24 age group at the Small Area (SA) level 
throughout DCN. SAs with the highest proportions of 18 to 24-year-olds are 
distributed throughout the DCN area, particularly near student accommodation in 
Grangegorman, the Docklands, Whitehall, and Ballymun.  

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

10.1% (or 35,211) of the population were aged 18 to 24 years 

Since 2016 the proportion had decreased 

This was higher than the national average of 8.5% 

DCN had the second highest proportion of the 27 CYPSC 
areas 

The CFSN of North West Inner City had the highest 
proportion of 18 to 24 year olds 

Figure 1.9: Population 18 to 24 years (Source: Census 2022) 
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Map 1.6: Population 18 to 24 years 
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Population 24 years and under, 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

28.6% (or 100,308) of the population were aged  24 years and 
under 

Since 2016 the proportion had decreased 

This was lower than the national average of 32.2% 

DCN had the second lowest proportion of the 27 CYPSC areas 

The CFSN of Ballymun had the highest proportion of 0 to 24 
year olds 

• According to the 2022 Census, there were 100,308 individuals aged 24 years and 
under living in the Dublin City North (DCN) area, making up 28.6% of the total 
population. This is lower than the State average of 34.2% and the Dublin regional 
average of 31.1% (see Figure 1.10). 

• Among the 27 CYPSC areas, DCN had second lowest proportions of people in this age 
group in the country. Dublin City South (DCS) had 26.6% the lowest, while Meath 
(35.5%) had the highest. 

• The distribution of people aged 24 years and under across the Child and Family 
Support Networks (CFSNs) also varied. Ballymun (31.5%), Finglas (30.5%), and Dublin 
North East (30.2%) all had higher percentages compared to the DCN average. North 
Inner City (27.9%), North West Inner City (27.0%), and Dublin Bay North (27.0%) were 
below the DCN average, indicating a smaller proportion of younger people in these 
areas and Cabra had the lowest (25.3%). 

• Map 1.7 examines the distribution of the 0 to 24 age group at the Small Area (SA) 
level throughout DCN. SAs with the highest proportions are evident in the city centre 
areas such as the Docklands, Parnell Square, and Grangegorman. High concentrations 
are also found in more suburban areas, including Whitehall, Ballymun, and 

Priorswood.  Figure 1.10: Population 24 years and under (Source: Census 2022) 
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Map 1.7: Population 24 years and under 
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Young Dependency Ratio, 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

The Young Dependency Ratio in DCN was 23.9% 

Since 2016 the number had increased 

This was lower than the national average of 30.1% 

DCN had the second lowest proportion of the 27 CYPSC 
areas 

The CFSN of Dublin North East had the highest Young 
Dependency Ratio 

• According to the 2022 Census, the young dependency ratio in the DCN area was 
23.9%, which is lower than the State average of 30.1% and the Dublin regional 
average of 27.1%. This ratio represents the percentage of the population aged 0-14 
and 65+ to the working-age population (15-64) (see Figure 1.11). 

• Among the CYPSC areas, DCN had a lower young dependency ratio. Dublin City South 
(DCS) had the second lowest ratio of 20.4%, while Monaghan recorded the highest at 
36.7%. 

• The distribution of the young dependency ratio across the Child and Family Support 
Networks (CFSNs) shows variation. North Inner City (16.6%) and North West Inner 
City (20.5%) have significantly lower ratios compared to the DCN average, indicating 
fewer dependents relative to the working-age population. In contrast, Dublin North 
East (28.4%) and Finglas (29.7%) have higher ratios, suggesting a larger dependent 
population. Other areas like Dublin Bay North (24.8%) and Cabra (19.6%) are closer 
to the DCN average. 

• Map 1.8 details the distribution of the YDR at SA level throughout DCN. The SAs with 
the greatest proportions are in Ashtown , Whitehall and Priorswood while the 
greatest concentrations are evident in Clarehall and along Custom House Quay. 

Figure 1.11: Young Dependency Ratio (Source: Census 2022) 
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Map 1.8: Young Dependency Ratio 
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Map 1.9: Ethnicity: White Irish 
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Map 1.10: Ethnicity White Irish Traveller 
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Map 1.11: Ethnicity Other White 
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Map 1.12: Ethnicity Black or Black Irish 
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Map 1.13 : Ethnicity Asian or Asian Irish 
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Map 1.14: Ethnicity Other 





Demographic Profile  Dublin City South, 2023   

Demographic Profile 43 Dublin City North CYPSC, 2024 

Map 1.15: Families: Pre-family  
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Map 1.16: Families: Pre-school 
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Map 1.17: Families: Early school 
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Map 1.18: Families: Pre-adolescent 
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Figure 2.13: Low birth weight, 2021 (Source: CSO Perinatal Statistics) 

• The National Perinatal Reporting System (NPRS) defines a low birth weight as infants born weighing less 
than 2,500 grams at birth. Data published by the NPRS is available at county level only (but also includes 
Dublin City) and is based on the county of residence of the mother. 

• In 2021, 6.1% of the total infants born in Dublin City weighed less than 2,500 grams (Figure 2.13). This 
proportion was higher than the State average of 5.9%. Dublin City had the tenth highest rate of low birth 
weights in the country. Highest rates were recorded in Longford (7.2%) with the lowest in       Roscommon 
(3.5%).  

• Since 2018, there has been little variation in the proportion of infants born with a low birth weight at both 
the State and Dublin City level (Figure 2.14). 

Figure 2.14: Low birth weight, 2018 to 2021 (Source: National Perinatal Reporting System) 

Low birth weight, 2021 
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Figure 2.15: Mothers exclusively breastfeeding on discharge from hospital, 2022 (Source: National Perinatal Reporting System) 

• The NPRS defines mothers who are exclusively breastfeeding as mothers that are only breastfeeding and 
not using artificial feeding on discharge from hospital. Data published by the Perinatal Statistics is     
available at county level only (but also includes Dublin City) and is based on the county of residence of 
the mother.  

• In 2022, 38.4% of mothers from Dublin City exclusively breastfed on discharge from hospital (Figure 
2.15). This rate is lower than the State average of 46.4%. As of 2021, Dublin City had the ninth lowest 
rate of exclusive breastfeeding on discharge from hospital in the State. The highest rates were recorded 
in Clare (63.9%) with the lowest recorded in Louth (30.6%).  

• Since 2018, there has been variation in the proportion of mothers who exclusively breastfed on          
discharge from hospital that reside in Dublin City. Between 2018 and 2020, the proportion of mothers 
breastfeeding on discharge from hospital residing in Dublin City was decreasing and significantly lower 
than the State average (Figure 2.16).  

Figure 2.16: Mothers exclusively breastfeeding on discharge from hospital, 2018 - 2022 (Source: 
National Perinatal Reporting System) 
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Figure 2.17: Babies visited by a PHN within 72 hours, 2022 (Source: CSO Perinatal Statistics) 

• The HSE Performance Indicators records the number of babies that are visited by a public health nurse 
within 72 hours of being discharged from hospital. This data is recorded by Local Health Office (LHO) of 
which three LHOs fall in the DCN CYPSC area: Dublin North, Dublin North West, Dublin North Central.  

• In 2022, 100% of babies in Dublin North LHO were visited within 72 hours of being discharged from 
hospital, 98% in Dublin North West and 97% in Dublin North Central (Figure 2.17). Relative to the 32 
others LHOs, the Dublin North LHO was among the highest proportion of babies visited in the first 72 
hours and was above the State average of 98%. In comparison, the Dublin North West  and Dublin North 
Central LHO recorded the seventh and eighth lowest proportions. 

• Between 2016 and 2022 (Figure 2.18), the overall state percentage of babies visited by a PHN within 72 
hours is quite stable, ranging between 95% to 98% throughout the years, with the exception of 2020 
which is a result  of health and safety restrictions because of the Covid-19 pandemic. Despite a significant 
drop in Dublin North, the rates in Dublin North West and Dublin North Central have remained 
consistently high.  

Figure 2.18: Babies visited by a PHN within 72 hours, 2016 to 2022 (Source: HSE Performance Indicators) 

Public Health Nurse Visits, 2022 
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Figure 2.19: Babies with their developmental check before reaching 10 months, 2022 (Source: HSE Performance Indicators) 

Figure 2.20: Babies with their developmental check before reaching 10 months, 2016 - 2022 (Source: 
HSE Performance Indicators) 

• The HSE Performance Indicators records the number of babies with their developmental check before 
reaching 10 months. This data is recorded by Local Health Office (LHO) of which three LHOs fall in the 
DCN CYPSC area: Dublin North, Dublin North West, Dublin North Central.  

• In 2022, 98% of babies in the Dublin North Central LHO received their 9 –11 month developmental check 
before reaching 12 months (Figure 2.19). While only 88% of babies in the Dublin North LHO and 85% in 
Dublin North West had received their developmental check before reaching 10 months.  

• Relative to the 32 others LHOs, the Dublin North Central both recorded sixth highest rate and was above 
the State average. In comparison, the Dublin North LHO recorded the sixteenth highest proportion at 
88% and was still over the State average. Dublin North West recorded the thirteenth lowest proportion. 

• Between 2016 and 2022, the proportion of babies with their developmental checks has fluctuated 
significantly (Figure 2.20). Rates were particularly low in 2020 as a results of a number of factors such as 
recruitment and retention within the HSE as well as the Covid-19 pandemic, however rates do seem to 
be recovering in 2021 and 2022. 
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Figure 2.21: Rate of population under 18 waiting for Psychology treatment, 2024 (Source: HSE) 

• Information on waiting HSE Primary Care waiting lists was obtained from the HSE in June 2024. Data 
available included the number of children aged less than 18 years waiting for Psychology treatment. 
This data is recorded by Local Health Office (LHO) of which three LHOs fall in the DCN CYPSC area: 
Dublin North, Dublin North West, Dublin North Central.  

• In 2024, 882 children in North Central, 1,079 in Dublin North East and 1,130 in Dublin North were 
waiting to be seen (initial assessment) for psychology treatment in Primary Care. These numbers 
equate to a rate of 17.3 per 1,000 children and young people in Dublin North Central, 11.7 in Dublin 
North West and 9.1 in Dublin North (Figure 2.21). 

• The time series (Figure 2.22) shows how since 2022 the rates per 1,000 population waiting on 
psychology treatment have increased significantly across all of the Dublin North LHOs and how the 
rates are consistently greater then the State average in this time period.  

Primary Care - Psychology treatment waiting list, 2024 

Figure 2.22: Waiting list for Psychology treatment by time on waiting list, 2024 (Source: HSE) 
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Figure 2.23: Rate of population under 18 waiting for Occupational Therapy, 2024 (Source: PQ) 

• Information on waiting HSE Primary Care waiting lists was released by the HSE in June 2024. Data 
available included the number of children aged less than 18 years waiting for Occupational Therapy 
treatment. This data is recorded by Local Health Office (LHO) of which three LHOs fall in the DCN 
CYPSC area: Dublin North, Dublin North West, Dublin North Central.  

• In 2024, 1,703 children in Dublin North West, 1,394 in Dublin North and 531 in Dublin North Central 
were waiting to be seen (initial assessment) for occupational therapy. These numbers equate to a 
rate of 18.4 per 1,000 children and young people in Dublin North West, 11.3 in Dublin North and 
10.4 in Dublin North Central (Figure 2.23) and were all greater than the State average. 

• The rates in Dublin North West, Dublin North and Dublin North Central have been consistently under 
the state average time period examined (Figure 2.24).  

Figure 2.24: Waiting list for Occupational Therapy by time on waiting list, 2024 (Source: PQ) 
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Figure 2.26: CYP 10 - 24 accessing treatment for substance misuse, 2018 - 2022 (Source: National Drugs Library) 

• The number of those seeking treatment for substance misuse is recorded by the National Drug Treatment 
Reporting System (NDTRS). This data is recorded by Local Health Office (LHO) of which three LHOs fall in 
the DCN CYPSC area: Dublin North, Dublin North West, Dublin North Central. Treatment is defined as any 
activity sought by an individual who are seeking help for their substance misuse problem. Needle-

exchange is not included in the reporting system. Treatment is provided in residential and non-residential 
settings and includes the following: medication, intervention, counselling, group therapy, psychotherapy 
and life-skills training.  

• Figure 2.25 illustrates the rate of young people (aged 10 to 24 years) per 10,000 recorded as seeking 
treatment for Substance Misuse in 2022. Relative to the three LHOs that fall within the DCN CYPSC area, 
Dublin North Central recorded the highest at 59.3 and was above the State average of 30.0. The rate in 
Dublin North was the fourth highest rate in the country and higher than Dublin North West (29.4). 

• In recent years (2018 to 2022), the rate of those seeking treatment for substance misuse has fluctuated, 
however, there are general trends (Figure 2.26). All the LHOs in DCN since 2020 have been consistently 
above the State average. The rates in the Dublin North Central have generally exceeded the State average 
as well as other LHOs in recent years.  

Substance Misuse, 2022 

Figure 2.25: Children and Young People aged 10 to 24 accessing treatment for substance misuse, 
2022 (Source: National Drugs Library) 
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Admissions of Children to Psychiatric Hospitals/Units and to Child 
and Adolescent Units, 2022 

Figure 2.27: Admissions of Children to Psychiatric Hospitals/Units and to Child and 
Adolescent Units, 2022 

• The Hospital In-Patient Enquiry System (HIPE) records hospital admissions and are published by the 
county of residence of the patient. For the purpose of this document, HIPE provided the research team 
with data on persons discharged from Dublin. Figure 2.27 illustrates the number and rate per 10,000 
population of admissions of Children to Psychiatric Hospitals/Units and to Child and Adolescent Units by 
county in the country. 

• In 2022, there were 145 admissions of children and young people aged 17 years to Psychiatric 
Hospitals/Units and to Child and Adolescent Units in Dublin (Figure 2.27). This equates to a rate of 4.5 
per 10,000 children (aged 17 years and under) and was above the State average of 3.0. Relative to other 
counties, Dublin South had the third highest rate of young children being admitted to hospital/units and 
to Child and Adolescent Units in Dublin. The highest rate was recorded in Cavan (6.1) and none in 
Monaghan, Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim, Westmeath, Longford and Carlow.  

• In recent years (2016 to 2022), the rate of admissions in Dublin has remained above the State average 
(Figure 2.28). Between 2016 and 2018 the rate of admissions while in the years following this the rate 
was seen to significantly increase between 2019 to 2021.   

Figure 2.28: Admissions of Children to Psychiatric Hospitals/Units and to Child and Adolescent Units, 2016-

2022 
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• The National Suicide Research Foundation (NSRF) records the numbers of those presenting to hospital 
following self-harm. The data is published as a rate per 100,000 population, by age group and gender. This 
data was made available to the research team by Local Health Office (LHO) of which three LHO fall in the 
DCN CYPSC area: Dublin North Central, Dublin North West, and Dublin North. Methods of self-harm 
includes the following: overdoses of medication and drugs, cutting and attempted hanging.  

• Figure 2.29 illustrate the rate of females aged under 24 years per 100,000 recorded as presenting to 
hospital following self-harm. Relative to the three LHOs that fall within the DCN CYPSC area, Dublin  North 
West recorded the highest rate of 576.6 and was the seventh highest in the country, above the State 
average of 477.1. Dublin North recorded a rate of 453.0 and was higher than Dublin North Central (323.1). 

• In recent years (2015 to 2020), the rate of reported self-harm in females aged under 24 years in both 
Dublin North and Dublin North West has remained above the State average (Figure 2.30). While the rate in 
Dublin South Central, with the exception of 2019 have been below the State average.  

Figure 2.30: Rates of self-harm in females aged 24 years and under 2015 - 2020 (Source: NSRF) 

Self-harm Females, 2020 

Figure 2.29: Rates of self-harm in females aged 24 years and under 2020 (Source: NSRF) 
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• The National Suicide Research Foundation (NSRF) records the numbers of those presenting to hospital 
following  self-harm. The data is published as a rate per 100,000 population, by age group and gender. 
This data was made available to the research team by Local Health Office (LHO) of which three LHO fall 
in the DCN CYPSC area: Dublin North Central, Dublin North West, and Dublin North. Methods of self-

harm includes the following: overdoses of medication and drugs, cutting and attempted hanging.  

• Figure 2.31 illustrates the rate of males aged under 24 years per 100,000 recorded as presenting to 
hospital following  self-harm. Relative to the three LHOs that fall within the DCN CYPSC area, Dublin 
North West recorded the second highest rate of 358.6 in the country, above the State average of 250.7. 
Dublin North Central also recorded a high rate of 252.6 and Dublin North was the lowest at 93.7.  

• In recent years (2015 to 2020), the rate of reported self-harm in males aged under 24 years in both 
Dublin North West has remained above the State average (Figure 2.32). While the rate in Dublin North 
Central has fluctuated greatly over the reporting time period and has remained in and around the State 
average in recent years. 

Figure 2.32: Rates of self-harm in males aged 24 years and under 2015 - 2020 (Source: NSRF) 

Figure 2.31: Rates of self-harm in males aged 24 years and under 2020 (Source: NSRF) 



Active and Healthy  Dublin City North CYPSC, 2024 

 70 

Persons with a disability or long-term health condition, 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

22.1% (or 77,488) of the population stated they had a 
disability or long-term health condition 

This was higher than the national average of 21.5% 

DCN had the 11th highest proportion of the 27 CYPSC areas 

The CFSN of Finglas had the highest proportion of 
population with a disability or health condition 

• According to the 2022 Census, 22.1% (77,488) of the population in the Dublin City 
North (DCN) area reported having a disability or long-term health condition. This is 
slightly higher than the State average of 21.5% and the Dublin regional average of 
20.9% (see Figure 2.33). 

• Among the Dublin CYPSC areas, DCN's proportion (22.1%) is comparable to Dublin 
City South (21.7%) and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (21.4%). However, it is higher than 
South Dublin (21.1%) and significantly higher than Fingal (18.6%). At a national level 
DCN had the 11th highest percentage in the country, Fingal had the lowest and 
Wexford the highest at 24.0%. 

• The distribution across the Child and Family Support Networks (CFSNs) shows 
considerable variation. Finglas (25.7%) and Dublin North East (24.4%) have higher 
percentages compared to the DCN average, indicating a greater presence of 
individuals with disabilities or long-term health conditions in these areas. Ballymun 
(22.8%) and Cabra (23.2%) are slightly above the average, while North Inner City 
(17.3%) and North West Inner City (19.0%) fall below the average, reflecting a smaller 
proportion of individuals with disabilities in these regions. Dublin Bay North (21.3%) 
is close to the DCN average. 

• Map 2.1 details the distribution of the ‘population with a disability or long-term 
health condition’ at SA level throughout DCN. SAs with the highest concentrations 
included Drumcondra, Donneycarney, Raheny, Coolock, Finglas and Cabra.  Figure 2.33: Persons with a disability or long-term health condition (Source: Census 2022) 
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Population with ‘very good’ health, 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

47.4% (or 166,082) of the population stated they had 
‘very good’ health 

This was lower than the national average of 53.2% 

DCN had the lowest proportion of the 27 CYPSC areas 

The CFSN of North Inner City had the lowest 
proportion of population with ‘very good’ health 

• According to the 2022 Census, 47.4%  (or 166,082) of the population in the 
Dublin City North (DCN) area reported having 'very good' health. This is lower 
than the State average of 51.2% and the Dublin regional average of 52.8% (see 
Figure 2.34). 

• Among the Dublin CYPSC areas, DCN's proportion (47.4%) is comparable to 
Dublin City South (49.0%) but lower than South Dublin (53.5%), Dun Laoghaire 
Rathdown (60.6%), and Fingal (55.4%). At  a national level, DCN had the lowest 
proportion of population with ‘very good’ health and the highest was in Dun 
Laoghaire Rathdown. 

• The distribution across the Child and Family Support Networks (CFSNs) shows 
significant variation. North Inner City (37.7%) and North West Inner City (39.0%) 
have notably lower percentages compared to the DCN average, indicating fewer 
individuals in 'very good' health in these areas. In contrast, Dublin Bay North 
(57.6%) and Cabra (50.4%) have higher percentages, suggesting a healthier 
population. Ballymun (43.8%), Finglas (45.1%), and Dublin North East (50.0%) 
are closer to the DCN average. 

• Map 2.2 details the distribution of the  who identified their health as ’very good' 
at SA level throughout DCN. Area with the highest values were outside of the 
city centre and within affluent areas of Castleknock, Drumcondra, Marino and 
Clontarf.  

Figure 2.34: Population with “very good” health (Source: Census 2022) 
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Population with ‘very bad’ health, 2022 

How was Dublin City North doing in 2022? 

0.4% (or 1,449) of the population stated they had ‘very bad’ 
health 

This was higher than the national average of 0.3% 

DCN had the second highest proportion of the 27 CYPSC 
areas 

The CFSN of Finglas had the highest proportion of 
population with ‘very bad’ health 

• According to the 2022 Census, 0.4% (or 1,449) of the population in the Dublin City 
North (DCN) area reported having 'very bad' health. This is slightly higher than the 
State average of 0.3% and the Dublin regional average of 0.3% (see Figure 2.35). 

• Among the Dublin CYPSC areas, DCN's proportion (0.4%) is comparable to Dublin City 
South (0.4%) but higher than South Dublin (0.3%), Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (0.3%), 
and Fingal (0.3%). At a national level DCN had the second highest proportion when 
compared to the 26 other CYPSC areas, Donegal had the highest at 0.4% and Fingal 
the lowest at 0.3%.  

• The distribution across the Child and Family Support Networks (CFSNs) shows 
variation. Finglas (0.6%) and Dublin North East (0.5%) have higher percentages 
compared to the DCN average, indicating a greater presence of individuals with very 
bad health in these areas. Ballymun (0.4%) and Cabra (0.4%) match the DCN average, 
while North Inner City (0.4%) and North West Inner City (0.3%) are at or below the 
average. Dublin Bay North (0.3%) is also slightly below the DCN average. 

• Map 2.3 details the distribution of the  who identified their health as ’very bad’ at SA 
level throughout DCN. SAs with the highest proportions are located throughout DCN 
in Raheny, Bonnybrook, Drumcondra and Finglas.   

Figure 2.35: Population with “very bad” health (Source: Census 2022) 
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